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Part V 
 

MEMOIRS 
 

CELEBRATION OF REMEMBRANCE 
OF THESE FAITHFUL SERVANTS 

 
Name   Date of Death 

Clergy 
Gerardo Martinez May 27, 2003 
Wilson Stuart Godfrey (Local Pastor) June 25, 2003 
George Edwin Dettman August 6, 2003 
William Gordon Cofield October 18, 2003 
Donald Jay Walling November 24, 2003 
Walter Roy Matthews Jr. (Associate Member) December 21, 2003 
Lee D. Rustin December 29, 2003 
E. Duane Hulse Jr. December 31, 2003 
John Everett Winters January 24, 2004 
Edge Benjamin McGahee February 1, 2004 
Dennis Randolph DeLacure February 2, 2004 
Rogers Pressley Fair Sr. March 29, 2004 
Austin Everett Hollady April 4, 2002 
Franklin Gene Carter April 4, 2004 
William Ashley April 7, 2004 
Richard Eugene Blanchard Sr. April 19, 2004 
  

Spouses 
Lyda Julia Hodnett Ritch June 6, 2003 
Nancy Honaker Crary Ridley June 15, 2003 
Ruby White June 21, 2003 
Barbara Plank July 26, 2003 
Elsie Evans Richardson August 9, 2003 
Mary Elizabeth Davis Smelt August 15, 2003 
Ethel Mae Holston October 16, 2003 
Corinne Watford Ragsdale November 5, 2003 
Peggy Lou Bowers Stover November 13, 2003 
Janie Singleton November 19, 2003 
Ann Pennington November 30, 2003 
Hazel Hinett December 2, 2003 
John Brokhoff December 8, 2003 
Sarah Elizabeth Ogg December 8, 2003 
Mary Blow January 24, 2004 
Pearl Aleene Sargent Carter January 8, 2004 
Louise Trask Torrance January 19, 2004 
Violet Smith February 10, 2004
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WILLIAM M. ASHLEY 
 

 William M. “Bill” Ashley was born on November 4, 1927, in 
Oklawaha, Florida, to George and Lina Tooms Ashley.  He attended 
Howard Academy in Ocala, Florida.  He was converted at an early age.   
 At the age of sixteen he enlisted in the United States Navy and 
served for four years. He received and accepted the call to the ministry 
at the age of nineteen.  He returned to Florida and affiliated with Zion 
Methodist Church in Ocala.  He attended Bethune-Cookman College 
and later enrolled at Gammon Theological Seminary to pursue the 
course of study for the ministry.  He was admitted on trial into the 
Florida Conference in 1951.  He received deacon’s orders in 1954 and 
was ordained elder and received in full connection in 1958.  He proudly 
displayed his credentials signed by the presiding bishop, J. W. E. 
Bowen.   
 Bill Ashley was truly a lover of people; he never met a stranger.  
He loved the hymns of the church and had the habit of introducing the 
hymn and giving a little of the history behind it. 

   Bill served parishes in the Florida and South Georgia Conferences.  His appointments in Florida 
were Cedar Keys, 1951-52; Archer, 1952-53; Cocoa, 1953-54; Bartow/Plant City, 1954-55; Lowell/Sand 
Hill, 1955-56; Micanopy/Sand Hill, 1956-58; Alachua/Jonesville, 1958-60; Foster, Lakeland, 1960-68; 
and Mt. Zion, Clearwater, 1968-70. 
 He transferred to the South Georgia Conference in 1970, serving Grace,  Brunswick, 1970-82, 
and  Speedwell, Savannah,  1982-83.    
 Bill had a desire to return to his home conference, so in 1983 he was appointed to Emmanuel 
United Methodist Church in Palatka, serving until 1987.  He then returned to his home church, Zion 
United Methodist in Ocala, where he served from 1987 to 1989. He served as pastor of Santos Little 
Chapel United Methodist Church, 1989-91, retiring on December 1, 1991, but continuing to serve the 
church until May 1992. 
 Bill and Maggie Hicks Ashley were married on November 18, 1959.  Bill was the father of five 
children, two sons and three daughters.  He loved and adored the grandchildren, who were truly the “light 
of his life.” He will be remembered and held dear by Mauriel, Daniel, and Christian Chappel. 
 Bill’s hobbies were fishing and gardening.  He gladly shared his expertise with others; he also 
delighted in sharing his bounty. 
 On Wednesday, April 7, 2004, at 3:30 he quietly slipped away.  His brother and his wife were by 
his side. His home going was celebrated on Saturday, April 10, at 3:30 in Little Chapel United Methodist 
Church in Ocala.  Interment was at Lincoln Memorial Gardens, Ocala.  The Reverend Kevin James, 
district superintendent of the St. Petersburg District, was the eulogist. 
 Bill Ashley will be missed by his family and friends.  He left a legacy that will sustain us for 
generations.  He was truly a blessing to all those he met. 

Submitted by Maggie Ashley 
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RICHARD EUGENE BLANCHARD, SR. 
 

 Richard Eugene Blanchard was born March 14, 1925, in 
Chunking, China, to Methodist missionary parents Ralph and Grace 
Kipka Blanchard.  When they returned to the United States, he spent his 
childhood and youth in Indiana and North Carolina.  
 After graduating from Tryon, North Carolina,  High School in 
1943, he attended Davidson College for one year, then enlisted in the 
United States Navy.  Receiving a medical discharge, he entered Mercer 
University in Macon, Georgia, where he received a bachelor of arts 
degree in 1947.  He married the former Anne Carlton of Oxford, 
Georgia, a graduate of Wesleyan College in Macon, in 1947.  They had 
three children, Richard Jr, Carol Ann, and Emily. 
 After Mercer he enrolled in Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University, where he earned a bachelor of divinity degree in 
1949.  He was admitted on trial in 1948, ordained deacon in 1949, and 
ordained elder in 1950, after serving two years as pastor of the 
Snellville-Grayson circuit of the North Georgia Conference. 

 Transferring to the Florida Conference in 1950, he completed forty years in the ministry of The 
United Methodist Church, serving the following congregations: associate, First, Orlando, 1950-52; 
Wesley, Coral Gables, 1952-58; First, Fort Lauderdale, 1958-61; Trinity, Miami, 1961-65; Palma Ceia, 
Tampa, 1965-68; First, Jacksonville, 1968-72; First, Riviera Beach 1972-79; Community, Holiday, 1979-
82; and Conway, Orlando, 1982-88. 
 After retiring in 1988, he renewed his participation in First United Methodist Church in Orlando 
and became a member of the Pendergrass Sunday School Class, where he was much beloved.  During this 
period he wrote a beautiful musical, Francis of Assisi, which was produced by Glenn Longacre of 
Conway for an audience of six hundred people.  During this time he was also named minister emeritus of 
the Conway church. 
 Richard Blanchard is widely known as the writer of the gospel song “Fill My Cup, Lord.” He 
wrote numerous other gospel songs, many of which were published and recorded.  He also wrote other 
things.  While at Snellville as a young theologian he wrote a column called “Between You and Me” for 
the Wesleyan Christian Advocate, the Methodist paper for North and South Georgia.  He wrote a story 
called “The Little Star,” which was published in Ideals magazine.  Chosen to write an official biography 
of Bishop John W. Branscomb, he completed We Remember John in time for the dedication of the 
Branscomb Memorial Auditorium in Lakeland. 
 Other interests and hobbies were consistent throughout Dick’s life.  He loved boating and dining 
by the water; travel, whether conducting tours or driving on his own, in more than seventy-five countries; 
great art and art museums; spectator sports; word games such as Scrabble; collecting stamps and coins; 
and above all, enjoying people. 
 By 2000, his health had begun a serious decline.  He and Anne moved to Swannanoa, North 
Carolina, to be near their children.  He lived there until he died on April 19, 2004.  Services were held in 
Asheville, North Carolina, on April 22, with Dr. Robert Blackburn and Dr. Richard Smyth officiating; in 
Oxford, Georgia, on April 25, with burial at the Oxford Historical Cemetery, with the Reverend Thomas 
H. Johnson Sr. and the Reverend Thomas H. Johnson Jr., brother-in-law and nephew of Anne Carlton 
Blanchard, officiating; at First United Methodist Church, Orlando, on May 8, with the Reverend Jeremy 
Redman, the Reverend Whitney Dough, the Reverend Neil McMullen, the Reverend R. E. Rutland,  and 
the Reverend Thomas H. Johnson Sr. officiating. 
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 He is survived by his wife Anne Carlton; two daughters, Carol Ann Hood and Emily Blanchard-
Reid (son Rick died in 1996); a granddaughter, Katie Blanchard-Reid; a brother, Ralph Jr., of Durango, 
Colorado; a sister, Carolyn Delay, of Orlando.  He is also survived by the beautiful songs he wrote, with 
their words of faith, love, and hope. 

Submitted by Anne Blanchard 
 
 

FRANKLIN GENE CARTER 
   

 Retired minister Franklin Gene Carter passed away on Palm 
Sunday, April 4, 2004, from cardiac arrest.  A service of death and 
resurrection was held April 8 at Faith United Methodist Church, Orlando, 
Florida, with the Reverend Deborah W. McKown presiding. 
 Franklin Gene Carter was born on a warm night on July 9, 1930, 
in Dade City, Florida, as the oldest of three sons and one daughter of Troy 
and Lucile Carter.  Gene’s first church experiences were with his parents 
at the First Baptist Church in Dade City. 
 Gene met his wife Pearl at Stetson University while attending the 
Second Baptist Church of DeLand.  He attended Stetson from 1949 to 
1953, graduating with a B.A.  At the end of Pearl’s senior year and 
Gene’s junior year, the two married, on June 6, 1952.  Gene went on to 
attend the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, where he received 
a master of divinity degree and a master of religious education degree 
with a specialty in counseling. 
 Gene and Pearl joined the Florida Methodist Conference in June 

1960, when he was admitted on trial.  This began a blessed life of serving many churches in the Florida 
Conference.  He was ordained elder in 1962. 
 They served the following appointments: Micanopy, 1960-61; Pierson, 1961-64; Chiefland, 1964-
67; Marathon, 1967-71; Wildwood, 1971-75; Dunnellon, 1975-78; Florida City, 1978-80; Cork, Plant 
City, 1980-82; St. Andrews, West Palm Beach, 1982-89; Christ, Holly Hill, 1989-91; and Community, 
Ridge Manor, 1991-95. They retired in 1995 and became active members of the Faith United Methodist 
Church in Orlando.  
 Gene touched the lives of many people.  His unofficial estimate was that he preached more than 
three thousand sermons and performed one hundred sixty marriages and more than one hundred baptisms.  
He leaves a legacy in the souls of everyone he touched as he “walked the talk” and reached out with a 
warm hand and a kind heart that listened and counseled with the grace of the Lord. 
 Gene and Pearl were blessed by their children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren: Carolyn 
Ruth (Carter) Wilson (born March 18, 1953) and Pete Wilson, daughter and son-in-law; Jimmy and Casey 
Wilson, grandson and granddaughter-in-law; Nicholas and Chancellor Edward, great-grandsons; Jennifer 
and Ed Carstedt, granddaughter and grandson-in-law; Will and Nick, great-grandsons; Robert Charles 
Carter (born March 27, 1956) and Juanita Carter, son and daughter-in-law; and Jessica and Zachary, 
grandchildren. 

Submitted by Carolyn Wilson 
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WILLIAM GORDON COFIELD 
 

 William Gordon Cofield was born in Roanoke, Alabama, on 
September 10, 1918, to Bonnie Bryant Cofield and Bessie Lee Ozley. 
After completing high school in Roanoke, he graduated from Auburn 
University and Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky. 
 He married Dorothy Jane Plant in December 1944. They have a 
foster son, Edwin E. Dekle, whose mother was a member of their church 
in Lake Butler.  When she passed away, he came to live with them.  He 
is married to Betty, and they have a daughter, Melodee Dekle.   
He was received on trial into the Florida Conference in 1951, was 
ordained deacon in 1952, and was ordained elder and received in full 
connection in 1953. 
 Mr. Cofield served the following appointments: Lake Butler, 
1951-53; chaplain, Florida State Penitentiary, Raiford, 1953-54; 
Williston, 1954-58; Wesley Memorial, Jacksonville, 1958-62; Lake 
Placid, 1962-66; Trinity, Plant City, 1966-70; Dunnellon, 1970-72; 

Grace, Orlando, 1972-74; and associate, First, Lakeland, 1974-81.  He took disability leave in 1981 and 
retired in 1985.   
 The Cofields moved to Carpenter’s Home Estates in Lakeland in August of 1989. William 
Gordon Cofield passed away October 18, 2003, in Lakeland. 

Submitted by Dorothy Cofield 
 
 

DENNIS RANDOLPH DELACURE 
 
 Dennis Randolph DeLacure was born on January 4, 1929 in 
Winter Haven, Florida. 
 After attending schools in Polk County, he earned a B.A. degree 
in communications in 1951 and an M.A. degree in 1953 from Florida 
State University, where he was co-founder of the WFSU radio station.  
Upon graduation he was commissioned by the U.S. Air Force as a 
combat intelligence officer in the Strategic Air Command.  He saw duty 
with a B-47 bomb wing overseas as well as in the United States. While 
he was in the service, he experienced Christ and the call to the ministry. 
 Upon completion of a second tour of duty he entered the Duke 
University Divinity School in 1957, with his bride of six months, Nancy 
Lee Bacon of Savannah, Georgia.  They had three children: Mark, Steve, 
and Lisa.  
 He was admitted into the Florida Conference on trial in 1957.   
He was ordained deacon in 1958, received his B.D. degree in 1959, and 
was ordained elder and received in full connection in 1960.      

 He served the following appointments: Lake Alfred, 1958-62; chaplain, Florida Southern College, 
1962-65; Lake City, 1965-71; Temple Terrace, Tampa, 1971-78; Asbury, Maitland, 1978-82; First, 
Gainesville, l982-88; and superintendent, Orlando District, 1988-94. He retired in 1994. 
 While he was chaplain at Florida Southern, he also served as a teaching member of the faculty. 
 He served for many years on the Florida Conference Board of the Ministry, developing and 
directing the ordination service.  He was assistant conference secretary.  In 1960 he received the Minister 
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of the Year award in the Lakeland District from the Town and Country Commission, and the Lake Alfred 
church was selected Church of the Year. 
 A lifetime interest was developing authentic chronological pilgrimages on the life of Christ, the 
travels of Paul, the early Christians, the Reformation, and the English Reformation.  He marketed these to 
churches, and each year during Lent, he led groups on Biblical pilgrimages. He also served as consultant 
to airline and travel companies. 
 He died on February 2, 2004.  
 
 

GEORGE EDWIN DETTMAN 

 George Edwin Dettman was born May 8, 1935, in Chicago, Illinois, 
to Waldemar Dettman and Ingeborg Nirison Dettman. 
 He graduated from Amundsen High School in 1953 and 
attended Wright Junior College, where he was studying to become an 
accountant. During this time he received the call to ministry. He 
graduated from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, in 1958, 
with a B.A. degree in sociology. He then matriculated to seminary at 
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, graduating in 1961. 
 He married Bonnie Kate Sewell on March 30, 1963, in 
Leesburg, Florida.  They had three children: Craig Dettman of 
Altamonte Springs, Sandra Dettman of Tampa, and Cynthia Diehl of 
Oviedo.  He had four adoring grandchildren: Christopher and Megan 
Diehl and Dashiell and Aubrey Dettman. 
 He was admitted on trial and ordained deacon in the Rock River 
Conference in 1959. He transferred to the Florida Conference in 1961 

and was ordained elder in 1963. His appointments included First, Dunedin, associate, 1961-62; Lady 
Lake-Mascotte, 1962-63; Holy Trinity, Homestead, 1963-64; Carrabelle, 1964-66; student, Candler, 
1966-67; Trinity, Bradenton, associate 1967-68; Crystal River, 1968-69; Trinity, Winter Haven, 1969-72; 
St. Marks, Jacksonville, 1972-75; First, Inverness, 1975-81; Christ, Lehigh Acres, 1981-85; First, 
Boynton Beach, 1985-89; First, Lake City, 1989-92; and Cypress Lake, Fort Myers, 1992-2000.   
 Following his retirement in 2000, he served as interim pastor of University Carillon, Oviedo, for 
five months.  Afterward, he continued to teach courses in both Oviedo churches – First and University 
Carillon – and to work on Emmaus teams. 
 He was active in church growth and spiritual renewal through Christian Ashrams under E. 
Stanley Jones early in his ministry and in the Walk to Emmaus experience during the last twenty-five 
years of his life.  He served on the International Steering Committee of Emmaus and helped found the 
Walk to Emmaus in Mexico, England, St. Vincent, and India, as well as throughout Florida. 
 He was active in community service.  While serving First, Inverness, he received a community 
service award for his dedication to the Citrus United Basket program and to the Boy Scouts.  He helped 
organize the CUB program to help needy members of the community who did not qualify for aid 
elsewhere. 
 He died August 6, 2003, of pancreatic and liver cancer. A service of celebration was held at First 
United Methodist Church, Oviedo, August 9, 2003, with the Reverend John Powers and Dr. Joe 
MacLaren – pastors of the Oviedo churches – officiating.  Burial was at the Oviedo Cemetery. 

Submitted by Bonnie Dettman 
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ROGERS PRESSLEY FAIR SR. 
 

 Dr. Rogers Pressley Fair Sr. was born November 23, 1915, in 
Greenwood, South Carolina, to Robert and Julia Brunson Fair. Dr. Fair 
completed his elementary and secondary school training in Greenwood. 
He later moved to Atlanta, Georgia, to continue his studies, graduating 
from Clark College with the bachelor of arts degree in 1946 and 
receiving the bachelor of divinity degree from Gammon Theological 
Seminary in 1947. He received his master of arts degree from Atlanta 
University in 1950. An honorary doctor of divinity degree was bestowed 
on him by Bethune-Cookman College in 1974. 
 On June 30, 1947, he was united in marriage to Agnes M. 
Motley. To this union two children were born.  A son, Rogers P. Fair Jr., 
M.D., resides in Dallas, Texas, with his wife Carmen; granddaughters 
are Veronica Escontrias; Aundra Fair, Nashville Tennessee; and Adriana 
Escontrias, San Antonio, Texas. Daughter Mattie F. Murphy lives with 
her husband Warren and grandsons Sean and Brandon in Port Orange, 

Florida. 
 Dr. Fair was ordained deacon and admitted in full connection in the South Carolina Conference in 
1935 and ordained elder in 1937. He served with distinction several appointments, including West 
Anderson, Belton, Pendleton, and Allendale.  He was transferred to the South Florida Conference of The 
Methodist Church, Central Jurisdiction, in 1947 as pastor of Stewart Memorial Methodist Church, 
Daytona Beach, where he served for twenty-seven years.  The current edifice was built under his 
administration. Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune hand picked Dr. Fair to become chaplain of Bethune-
Cookman College, where he stayed for forty-seven years and seven months.  
 From 1951 to 1953 he served Trinity Methodist Church in West Palm Beach.  After retirement Dr. 
Fair served as supply pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in St. Augustine, 1993-98.  He served on 
many church boards and committees: the Florida Conference Board of Ministry, Board of Diaconal Ministry, 
Board of Missions and Church Extension, Work Area on Higher Education and Campus Ministry, Committee 
on Memoirs, and the DeLand District Committee on the Ministry. In 1994 he received the Francis Asbury 
Award for his service on the Board of Directors of Ministries to Blacks in Higher Education. 
 Dr. Fair was able to combine his love of travel with his lifelong love of commitment to the 
ministry and education.  He studied at Oxford University, England, and joined study tours to sixty-eight 
countries around the world, including the Soviet Union, Poland, Japan, China, Thailand, France, Sweden, 
and Finland. In 1986 Dr. Fair was a delegate to the World Methodist Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, East 
Africa, and in 1991 in Singapore. He continued his service to humanity as guest pastor of the Outstanding 
Methodist Congregation, Ebenezer Methodist Church of the Caribbean Circuit in Nassau, Bahamas, in 
March and November, 1995. 
 Dr. Fair was always involved in the community: he was a member of the Civitan and Kiwanis 
Clubs, the Daytona Beach Civil Service Board for more than twenty-five years, the Volusia County 
Health Facilities Authority, Board of Directors of Richard V. Moore Community Center, Florida State 
Philosophical Society, NAACP, Board of Directors of Stewart-Marchman Center for Chemical 
Dependence, the Ministerial Association of the Halifax Area, and the Westside Business Association.  He 
was also a member of Sigma Pi Phi and Omega Psi Phi Fraternities. Dr. Fair was an avid golfer who 
played with his friends on a regular basis until his health began to fail. 
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 On Monday, March 29, 2004, in Daytona Beach the Reverend Dr. Rogers Pressley Fair left his 
earthly home. The funeral service was held at his beloved Bethune-Cookman College on April 5, 2004. 
His long-time friend, Dr. Robert Habersham, delivered the eulogy. Interment followed at Greenwood 
Cemetery. Dr. Fair will be greatly missed, but his loving care and concern for all people and the power of 
his preaching will always be a part of our lives. 

Submitted by Agnes M. Fair 
 

 
WILSON STUART GODFREY 

 
 Wilson Stuart Godfrey, lovingly called “Stu” by his family and 
friends, was born in Clarksburg, West Virginia, on January 1, 1913, to 
Katherine Stuart Godfrey and Rufus Wilson Godfrey. During his early life 
he and his family lived in Clarksburg during the summer and in Ft. Pierce 
in the winter. His grandmother, who lived with them, was a strong Baptist 
and his father was a devoted Methodist, so Sunday school and church were 
very important.   
 After Stu graduated from Louisburg College in North Carolina in 
1935, he came back to Ft. Pierce to live.  He was married to Estella in 
1939 and started working at the post office in 1941.  World War II broke 
out in December, and Stu enlisted in the Marines in February 1942.  After 
the war he returned to work in the post office, retiring in November 1971. 
 He had always wanted to be a preacher, but with a wife and three 
children he did not pursue his calling until the late Reverend J. Milton 
Ivey, our pastor at Community United Methodist Church, encouraged him 

and helped him enroll in a correspondence course.   Each summer during his last four years with the post 
office, he attended Candler School of Theology, Emory University, for five weeks. He was ordained a 
deacon in the Florida Conference in 1971. 
 Soon after he retired from the post office, he was ready to serve a church and was appointed as a 
local pastor to the United Methodist Church of Pine Island, where he served from February 1972 to June 
1977.  They were happy and rewarding years.  After returning to our home in Ft. Pierce, he continued to 
serve the Lord as pastor of Fellsmere Church for three years, 1981-84, and doing volunteer work with the 
Cancer Society, Meals on Wheels, and Hospice, as well as visiting the sick. 
 Stu died on June 25, 2003, and a memorial service was held on June 29 with the Reverend Steven 
Coss officiating.  His ashes were buried in Riverview Memorial Cemetery in Ft. Pierce. 

Submitted by Estella Godfrey wife of sixty-four years 
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AUSTIN EVERETT HOLLADY 
 

 Austin Everett Hollady was born on June 24, 1927,  in Sanford, 
Florida, at the Methodist Children's Home where his grandfather, the 
Reverend J. W. Austin, was superintendent.  He was the son of Everett 
and Onie Austin Hollady.  He graduated from Plant City High School, 
Emory at Oxford, Emory University with a B.A. degree in English, and 
Candler School of Theology at Emory University. 
 He was thoroughly immersed in Methodism through his family: 
his father was a member of the Florida Conference as was his 
grandfather, who served as his spiritual mentor.  It was his grandfather's 
Bible, which Austin asked E. Stanley Jones to autograph, that Austin 
used throughout his ministry. His uncle, the Reverend B.M. 
Montgomery,  was also a Methodist minister in the Florida Conference.  
He added to his Wesleyan heritage when he met Becky Dodd, daughter 
of the Reverend Hubert Dodd, a Methodist minister in the North Georgia 
Conference, while he was in seminary. They were married on August 9, 

1953. 
 Austin was president of the Georgia Methodist Student Movement and was Georgia's 
representative to the national Quadrennial MSM Conference.  He served as a corpsman in the United 
States Navy in World War II.  
 He was received on trial in the Florida Conference in 1951, was ordained deacon in 1953, and 
was ordained elder and received in full connection in 1955.  
 Austin served as associate minister at First, Orlando, in 1953.  In 1954-55 he served both as 
associate at Trinity, Tallahassee, and as co-director of the Wesley Foundation. 
 His final appointment was minister/director of the Wesley Foundation at Florida State University, 
where he served  from 1955 until he took disability leave in 1987. Two of the significant achievements 
during this ministry  were the completion of the Chapel of the Upper Room and the formation of a choir 
composed of both Florida State and Florida A and M students which toured churches across the Florida 
Conference, living and singing God's call to brotherhood.  He played a key role in providing prayer 
support and comfort to the Chi Omega Sorority members during the dreadful night of the Ted Bundy 
murders and the days which followed.  Committed to social justice, he was a leader in the civil rights 
movement in Tallahassee.  Maxwell Courtney, the first black student at FSU, was welcomed to the 
student council at the Wesley Foundation.  Austin touched the lives of countless students as he ministered 
to their spiritual and physical needs and served as a mentor to other campus religious leaders. 
 Among his mentors were Dr. Glenn C. James at Trinity, Governor Leroy Collins, and Warren W. 
Willis of the Methodist Youth Camp, where Austin was dean and vesper speaker for many years.  There 
he also initiated the construction of the floating cross and the Path of Silence. 
 After retirement in 1991, he volunteered for Heifer Project International and received its 
prestigious award for organizing and promoting Heifer Project groups in local churches.  The Florida 
Conference in 2002 awarded him the Francis Asbury Award, given annually to an individual who has 
made an extraordinary contribution to United Methodist ministries in higher education.   
 Austin was known for his harmonica playing  and for calling square dances—dressed in 
overalls— at the Wesley Foundation and at fraternities and sororities. He had a great sense of humor with 
a special knack for self-deprecating stories, his "funeral story" being known all over the Conference and 
beyond.  
He died on April 1, 2004,  after a long battle with heart disease, which had precipitated his early 
retirement.  He had lived and served God for over forty years after his first major heart attack. 
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 A memorial service was held in Trinity United Methodist Church, Tallahassee, on April 6, 2004, 
with Bishop Charlene Kammerer and the Reverend Dr. Tom Farmer, Jr. presiding.  The Reverends John 
Willis,  Greg Duncan, Gene Zimmerman,  Lee Pearson, and James C. Rowan participated in the service 
that Austin had planned long before his death, a service focused on the love of God.  Austin's three 
daughters spoke of their respect and love for their father, testifying to his profound influence in their 
lives.  
 Survivors include his wife, Becky Dodd Hollady of Tallahassee; three daughters, Wendy H. 
Bebout and Tanya Hollady, both of Tallahassee, and Traya Hollady of Burnsville, North Carolina; two 
grandchildren, Avery Bebout and Miles Bebout, both of Tallahassee; and two sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Mary Evelyn and Bob Whitehead of Chiefland and Joanne and Charles Selph of Orcas Island, 
Washington. 
 Becky, his wife of almost fifty-one years, writes that "he was the humblest servant of God and 
Jesus Christ whom I have ever known." 

Submitted by the family 
 
 

E. DUANE HULSE JR. 
 

E. Duane Hulse Jr. was born on June 13, 1921, in the 
Methodist parsonage in Chautauqua, New York, the son of E. D. 
Hulse, minister in the Erie Annual Conference, and Jessie 
Hawkins Hulse. 

Duane attended Kendall College in Evanston, Illinois, for 
one year. There he met his future wife, Pearl Downing. He then 
went to Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania. Pearl soon 
joined him and they were married in 1942. Duane earned his B.S. 
in psychology in 1944.  He then returned to Evanston and enrolled 
at Garrett Theological Seminary, where he received his bachelor’s 
degree and his master of divinity degree in 1953. He was honored 
with a doctor of divinity degree by Capitol College in Columbus, 
Ohio, in 1964. 

Duane received his local preacher’s license in 1941 and 
served student appointments in churches throughout his college and seminary years. He had a varied 
background of vocational experiences, including elementary school principal, chaplain in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve, and a licensed airplane pilot. 

Duane was admitted on trial in the North Indiana Annual Conference in 1946 and was ordained 
deacon in 1950 and elder in 1953 in the Wisconsin Annual Conference. His first full-time appointment 
was to Wesley Methodist Church, Sheboygan, 1953. His next appointment brought him his first major 
building project: a new church in Wisconsin Rapids in 1957. He then went to Pashford, Madison, in 1962, 
and First, Green Bay in 1973. 

In 1975 Duane transferred to the Florida Annual Conference, where he served as associate at the 
4453-member Christ United Methodist Church in St. Petersburg. From there he went to Miami Lakes, 
1980-81; Seminole Heights, Tampa, 1981-84; and Union Street, Clearwater, 1984-87. 

Duane served the church on numerous commissions and committees, was on the board of directors 
at the hospital and nursing home in Green Bay, and was dean of faculty for the School of Christian 
Studies in Tampa. After serving the church for forty-five years, Duane retired in 1987; however, he 
continued substitute preaching until 2000, filling in where needed. Duane also entertained church groups 
with dramatized portrayals of Mark Twain and Will Rogers throughout his retirement years. 
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Duane Hulse died on December 31, 2003. Surviving are his wife, Pearl; two daughters, Karolyn 
Landsness (Conrad) and Judy Hackbart (Rolland); five grandchildren, Dan (Kelli), Amy (Matthew), 
Jayne (Steve), John, and Lisa (Mark); and four great-grandchildren, Brienna, Samuel, Jason, and Nicole. 

Memorial services were held at the Libertyville, Illinois, United Methodist Church on January 10, 
2004, with Rev. Jamison Geiger officiating and granddaughter Lisa and grandson Dan sharing in the 
service. 

Submitted by Pearl Hulse 
 
 

GERARDO MARTINEZ 
 
 Gerardo Martinez was born December 15, 1929, in Guiza, 
Cuba, the son of Gerardo and Ipolita Martinez. He grew up in 
Guiza and graduated from the School of Agriculture and Industry 
in Preston, Cuba. A year after graduation he married Teresa 
Hidalgo. Their marriage was blessed with four children: Jim, born 
April 7, 1953; Carlos, born January 14, 1955; Gerardo Jr., born 
March 23, 1957; and Rebecca Scroggin, born December 28, 1958. 
 In 1952 he was appointed to his first Methodist charge in 
Guayabo, Oriente, Cuba. He later went to Guantanamo, Cuba, to 
serve as minister, 1957-58, and then to minister in Baguanos, 
Oriente, Cuba, until 1962.  

 On January 6, 1962, Gerardo and Teresa, along with their children, left Cuba’s communist regime to 
come to the United States in search of freedom. After a short three years in Illinois, Gerardo served as 
local pastor at the Zolfo Springs Hispanic Methodist Mission, 1965-71. During his time in Zolfo Springs 
he was able to attend, during summer sessions, theology classes at Duke University, 1968 and 1969, and 
at Emory University, 1970 and 1971. 
 In 1972 Gerardo gladly accepted the Florida Methodist Conference request to go as missionary to 
Alfalit International in Managua, Nicaragua. He served in Nicaragua until 1976, when he was appointed 
as international director of Alfalit International and transferred to Alfalit’s headquarters in Alajuela, Costa 
Rica. He served as director until 1979. 
 When Gerardo was called back to the United States, he served as pastor to Coral Way Hispanic 
United Methodist Church Miami, 1979-92, and Nebraska Avenue Hispanic (now Primera Iglesia) United 
Methodist Church in Tampa, 1992-95. 
 Gerardo was ordained deacon in 1971. In 1972 he became an associate member of the Florida 
Conference and in 1989 a probationary member. He was received in full connection and ordained elder in 
1991. He served the conference as chairperson of Ethnic Minorities Churches and of Evangelism. In 1992 
he was a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
 When Gerardo retired in 1995, he and Teresa bought a ten-acre farm in Winter Haven, Florida. He 
loved the land and farm animals and had a large vegetable garden. Because of failing health, however, 
Gerardo no longer could manage the farm, and in November 2001 they moved to Lakeland. 
 On May 27, 2003, Gerardo died of a heart attack. Funeral services were held at College Heights 
United Methodist Church in Lakeland. Officiating were Bishop Lloyd Knox, Bishop Armando Rodriguez, 
Superintendent the Reverend Aldo Martin, the Reverend Angel Luis Garay, the Reverend Robert 
Hornback, and the Reverend Larry Rankin. Interment was in Oak Hill Burial Park in Lakeland. 
 Gerardo is greatly missed not only by his wife Teresa and children and spouses, but also by his ten 
grandchildren, who learned so much from their “Abui” (short for grandpa in Spanish). 

Submitted by Rebeca Scroggins, daughter 
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WALTER ROY MATTHEWS JR. 
 

 The Reverend Walter Roy Matthews was born in Naugatuck, 
Connecticut, on June 8, 1926, to Walter Roy and Edith Hinckley 
Matthews. 
 On June 13, 1945, he married June Ann Carr, with whom he had 
six children: Walter Roy Matthews III, born July 1, 1947; Joseph David 
Matthews, born July 21, 1950; Barbara Jean Matthews Ezell, born 
October 13, 1953; Georgia Allen Matthews, born August 18, 1955; 
Rebecca Louise Matthews, born March 2, 1957; and Thomas Elton 
Matthews, born April 24, 1960. 
 Walter received an A.A. degree from Lake County Community 
College in 1971 and attended the Course of Study at Emory University in 
1972. 
 He received his local preacher’s license in 1966, was ordained 
deacon in 1971, and was admitted as an associate member of the Florida 
Conference in 1973. 

 His served appointments at Wellborn, 1968-74; Christ, Gainesville/Providence, Windsor, 1974-
78; Hanson/Rocky Springs 1978-83; Jennings, 1983-85; Ley Memorial, Key West, 1985-87; Pleasant 
Grove, Lake City, 1987-89; Pleasant Grove, Lake City/Fort White, 1989-91.  He retired in 1991 but 
returned to serve Worthington Springs, 1992-93.  He moved to Arkansas, where he served 
Hatfield/Wickes, 1993-95; Mt. View, Mena, 1996-98; and Hatfield/Wickes, 1998-2000.  Upon returning 
to Florida, he served First, Coleman, 2000-2001. 
 Walter served on the following boards: Gainesville District Board of Missions and Church 
Extension, Suwannee Valley Group Ministries, Tallahassee District Council on Ministries, Tallahassee 
Church and Community Workers Committee, and the Florida Conference Commissions on Stewardship 
and on Outreach and Missions.  
 He also served as founder and director of the Campville Group Ministries and the Madison 
County Crisis Center, director of the Madison County Larger Parish, chairperson of the Vandervoort 
Ministerial Alliance, board member of Wesley Community Center, and chaplain for Ley Memorial 
Hospital in Key West and Western Arkansas Hospice. 
 Death came on December 21, 2003, at his home in Wickes, Arkansas. Services were held on 
December 23, 2003, in Vandervoort, Arkansas, with the Reverend Dan Williams and the Reverend Virgil 
Bell officiating, and on January 7, 2004, in Wellborn, with the Reverend Joseph Allinder and the 
Reverend Robert Weinmert officiating.  He is buried in Leona Cemetery in Live Oak. 

Submitted by June Matthews   
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EDGE BENJAMIN MCGAHEE 
 

 Edge Benjamin McGahee was born on September 7, 1916, in 
Crisp County, Georgia. His parents were Gurley B. McGahee and 
Annie Edge.  He lived in Cordele, Georgia, where he graduated from 
high school in 1937. On April 28, 1939, he married Jane Lankford, 
and they moved to Macon, Georgia. They were the parents of five 
children: Jeannine McGahee Spann, born May 19, 1940; Marc 
Benjamin McGahee, born August 19, 1942, Margaret McGahee 
Beier, born October 4, 1952; Stephen Alan McGahee, born January 4, 
1962, and Laura Ann McGahee Baxter, born March 15, 1963. 
 Edge served in the military from 1944 to 1946, most of the 
time at the Nurnberg Trials. He later enjoyed showing slides and 
describing the events surrounding the Trials. 
 When Edge returned from the army, the family moved to 
Decatur, Alabama, where he continued in the insurance business, 

opening a general insurance agency. The family attended Ninth Street Methodist Church. During this time 
he attended Athens College, Athens, Alabama, graduating in 1953 with an A.B. degree. He was called to 
the ministry and served Union Grove and Antioch Methodist Churches in Lawrence County, Alabama. He 
was received on trial in the North Alabama Conference in 1954, ordained deacon in 1955, and ordained 
elder and received in full connection in 1956.  
 In 1954 he was appointed to the Cotaco and Lacey’s Springs Churches in Morgan County, 
Alabama. He was accepted into Vanderbilt Divinity School in 1953, graduating with a B.D. degree in 
1956. At that time he was appointed to Village Falls Methodist Church, near Birmingham. After three 
years, in 1959, he moved to Cahaba Heights Methodist Church. He also served First, Tarrant; Trinity, 
Talladega; and Hokes Bluff, near Gadsden. 
 In 1968 Edge requested a transfer to the Florida Conference because of the health of Jane’s 
father, who lived in Clewiston.  He served White City/Lakewood Park in Fort Pierce, 1968-72, and 
Lakewood Park, 1972-75.  In 1975 he was appointed to Woodlands in Fort Lauderdale. He served on 
several conference boards in the early seventies. 
 In 1977 he had a heart attack and bypass surgery. He finished the year at Woodlands, but was 
unable to continue in the active ministry and was granted disability leave in 1978. He officially retired in 
1982 at age sixty-five but later served as visitation minister at First Church in Davie.  After Jane retired, 
they decided to move to North Florida. They settled in Keystone Heights, where they lived for seventeen 
years. During these years he served as interim pastor at White Springs, Worthington Springs, and Grace 
in Lawtey, all in the Gainesville District. 
 After an illness and hospitalization in 2002, the children persuaded Edge and Jane to move to 
Birmingham to be near the oldest daughter, Jeannine. They moved to Kirkwood on the River, a retirement 
center. Edge fell and broke his hip on January 25, 2004. He had surgery for a hip replacement and while 
recovering had a heart attack. He passed away in the ICU at Montclair Hospital in Birmingham on 
February 1, 2004. 
 His memorial service was held at Kirkwood by the River Chapel on February 14, 2004. The 
Reverend Tim Kendrick, pastor of First United Methodist Church in Leeds, officiated, assisted by the 
Reverend Russell Proctor and the Reverend Hilton Estes, a member of the North Georgia Conference. 

Submitted by Jane McGahee 
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LEE D. RUSTIN 
 

 Lee D. Rustin was born in Lubbock, Texas, on July 10, 1912, 
the son of Milton Rustin and Minnie LeFevre Rustin.  He attended 
Arizona State University and received his bachelor’s degree in 1937.  
He continued his education at Duke University, where he entered the 
seminary in preparation for the ministry and received his degree in 
1941.  Mr. Rustin was admitted on trial into the Arizona Conference 
of the Methodist Church in 1936.  He was admitted in full connection 
in 1938, ordained a deacon in 1939, and ordained an elder in 1941. 
 Mr. Rustin married Cleona Lester Haithcock at the Duke 
University Chapel in Durham, North Carolina, on August 30, 1941.  
He and Mrs. Rustin then moved to Los Angeles, where he began his 
first appointment as associate pastor at the Wilshire Boulevard 

Methodist Church.  From 1942 until 1944 he was minister of the First Methodist Church in Brawley, 
California.  Following this appointment, Mr. And Mrs. Rustin transferred to the Florida Conference, 
where he began his Florida ministry at the Cason Methodist Church in Delray Beach. 
 Successive appointments within the Florida Conference were Rader Memorial, Miami, 1947-
1950; First, Jacksonville Beach, 1950-1952; Grace, St. Augustine, 1952-1955; Ortega, Jacksonville, 
1955-1959; First, Belle Glade, 1959-1962; First, Riviera Beach, 1962-1966; First, Winter Garden, 1966-
1968; First, Hialeah, 1968-1971; Centenary, Quincy, 1971-1975; and First, Mount Dora, 1975-1978. Mr. 
Rustin retired from the active ministry in June of 1978. 
 Following retirement from the ministry, Mr. and Mrs. Rustin moved to Tallahassee, where they 
became active and faithful members of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church.  Mr. Rustin continued his 
ministry by assisting the ministers at St. Paul’s as requested, and he preached his last sermon on his 
ninetieth birthday in July of 2002. 
 He passed away on December 29, 2003, at his home in Big Canoe, Georgia.  He is survived by 
his two daughters, Gwendolyn Lee Rustin of Big Canoe and Sheila Ann Rustin of Atlanta.  He was 
memorialized at a service at St. Paul’s, where he was eulogized by his daughters and close friends.   Mr. 
Rustin was cremated and his ashes were mingled with those of his wife of sixty years and then spread in 
the prayer garden at the family home in Big Canoe. 

Submitted by Gwen Rustin 
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DONALD JAY WALLING 
 

 Donald Jay Walling, son of Lottie Henderson Walling Ward and 
Carl V. Walling, brother of Beatrice Walling Russell, was born on May 
25, 1924, in Whitney Point, New York. He attended Florida Southern 
College in Lakeland and graduated from Southern Methodist University 
in Dallas, Texas.  He went on to graduate from Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU in 1955 with a bachelor of divinity, later declared a 
master of divinity. Donald married Alba Pelaez on July 23, 1950. 
They met when he worked as a counselor at the Methodist Youth Camp 
in Leesburg and she was serving on the Conference Youth Council. Alba 
preceded Don in death on January 16, 2003. They had three children; 
Carl David Walling, born in 1955, died in 1975; Gerald Lee Walling, 
born in 1958, married to Susan Nichols in 1980, three children; and 
Violet Walling Diemer, born in 1960, married to Michael Diemer in 
1990, three children. 
 Donald Walling’s first appointment was as circuit minister of a 

two-point charge in Texas while he was still in seminary. He served Copeville Methodist Church, where 
he designed and helped build the sanctuary in the early 1950s.  He was admitted on trial and ordained 
deacon in 1953 and ordained elder in the Florida Conference in 1955. His first appointment in Florida was 
as associate minister at First Methodist Church, Clearwater, 1955-56. He then served as chaplain of the 
Florida Methodist Children’s Home in Enterprise from 1956 to 1959. He helped to build a new education 
building at Trinity Methodist Church in Sarasota while he served there from 1959 to 1964. Childs Park in 
St. Petersburg was his next appointment, from 1964 to 1966. He served Ruskin from 1966 to 1968. 
Among the many General Conferences that he attended was the one in Dallas in 1968, at which The 
Methodist Church became The United Methodist Church 
  In June of 1968 Donald took a sabbatical and served as minister of education for Temple Terrace 
United Methodist Church in Tampa for a year. He then began his career as a public school teacher, 
serving the church for the rest of his life as a layperson, his ministerial credentials held by the Florida 
Conference. He was granted voluntary location by the conference in 1973. He retired in 1986. 
 Donald Jay Walling passed away in Spartanburg, South Carolina, on November 24, 2003, at the 
age of seventy-nine shortly after moving to a nursing home near his daughter. A graveside service was 
conducted in Tampa on November 28, with the Reverend Jerry Johnson officiating. A memorial service 
celebrating his life was held December 27 at Temple Terrace United Methodist Church, with the 
Reverend Jerry Johnston officiating. Both the Reverend H. Trall Heitzenrater and the Reverend Jim 
Harvester spoke. Donald is buried next to his wife and oldest son at the Garden of Memories Cemetery in 
Tampa.  

Submitted by Violet Biemer 
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JOHN EVERETT WINTERS 
  

 John Everett Winters was born July 26, 1933, in Tampa to 
Everett Danforth Winters and Genevieve Thompson Winters, but he 
spent most of his growing years in Berwyn, Illinois, where he joined the 
Oak Park Baptist Church at the age of eleven.  He graduated from 
Morton High School in Berwyn in 1951.   He played the piano for 
many occasions and was also studying the organ.  He graduated from 
North Central College in Naperville, Illinois, in May of 1955.  During 
this time he worked as a permanent part-time employee with United Air 
Lines in reservations.  He then continued his studies at Evangelical 
Theological Seminary (now Garrett-Evangelical Seminary), graduating 
in 1959.  It was there that he met his wife-to-be, who was a student at 
North Central College. Early in his seminary years he was received into 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church, and in the spring of 1959 he 
was ordained.  
 After taking his first appointment at Diversey Parkway 

EUB church in Chicago, he was married to Margaret “Peggy” Pritchard on December 26, 1959, in 
Indiana, where her father was a pastor.  Their son, Jeffrey Mark Winters, was born in Chicago on 
November 30, 1961. While serving that congregation, in May of 1963, John received an additional degree 
in church and community at McCormack Theological Seminary.   He and Peggy traveled with family and 
friends for a month in 1963 to the Lands of the Bible.  
 In 1964, after five years in Chicago, John transferred to the Florida Conference of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, serving Calvary, a young mission church in Sarasota. That was an exciting time, 
with new members each Sunday.  A daughter, Jennifer Ruth Winters, was born August 7, 1965.   
 After the 1968 merger of the Evangelical United Brethren and The Methodist Church, John was 
assigned to the oldest of the former EUB churches in the conference, Lake Magdalene in Tampa. In that 
booming area much growth, as well as a building program, took place in the church. He was pastor there 
for just over four years.          
 In 1972 John was appointed to Lake Shore in Jacksonville.  During that time, he studied for his 
doctorate and received his doctor of ministry from Drew Theological Seminary on May 20, 1978.  His 
dissertation was on the practice of family devotions in families there at Lake Shore church.  He was also 
president of the West Jacksonville Kiwanis Club for a year and was involved in many cultural and civic 
affairs with the club. 
 Moving to St. Johns in Winter Haven in 1978 was a spiritual mountaintop.  The missions 
program of the church was authentic in its zeal for Christ, and John participated in a trip with the youth to 
Haiti.  It was in Winter Haven that he was diagnosed with Crohn’s disease.  After the initial hospital stay, 
he was able to control it with medication and there were no side effects.  Both children graduated from 
high school in Winter Haven. 
 Another chapter began in 1983, when the bishop asked John to move to Hollywood Hills in 
Hollywood.  There was a rich history in this magnificent church.  During seven years there, he performed 
more weddings and funerals than anywhere else he served.  There was a part of John that was peacemaker 
as well as pastor there as in no other place. 
 After many fruitful years of ministry, John was moved to Lakewood in Jacksonville in 1990. This 
was a spirit-filled, alive congregation that required every ounce of stamina that he could grasp. He ran to 
keep up with the multiple ministries, such as Habitat for Humanity, retreats, multiple Bible studies, and 
creative worship experiences, as well as with a superb staff. 
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 As a possible pre-retirement step, John accepted the position of executive associate pastor of 
Trinity in Palm Beach Gardens.  He was able to buy a home, as the church paid the housing allowance.  
Music was his great love and he enjoyed participating in the ministry through the fabulous choir 
presentations. He served from 1993 until his official retirement in June of 1995. He continued to live in 
Palm Beach Gardens for six years after retirement.  
 During the years of retirement John was actively involved in Kiwanis, church, community 
associations, and family affairs. Travel was extensive: an African safari and trips to New Zealand, 
Australia, Europe, and Alaska. During the summers for four years, John and Peggy worked in the 
National Parks of the western U.S., loving to spend time in the mountains as they lived in their motor 
home. 
 John held several committee positions in the conferences, including the Credit Union, Board of 
the Children’s Home, Board of Ordained Ministry, and the secretarial staff of the conference.  He was a 
delegate to one General Conference. 
 In April of 2001, their house in Palm Beach Gardens was sold and the Winters moved to Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina. It seemed natural for the family because for thirty years they had spent at least 
one week each year at this beautiful place.  The children felt that it was their home away from home. A 
church home was located immediately. Activities at the lake, Kiwanis, reading, music, exercise, and 
travel to see grandchildren were highlights of John’s retirement years.  
 On January 24, 2004, John died after a short but somewhat mysterious illness, as the neurologists 
couldn’t agree on the diagnosis. The family was gathered at his bedside with prayers of gratitude for this 
servant of God, husband, father, grandfather, brother, son-in-law, and friend to all. 
 On January 27, 2004, a memorial service was held at Long’s Chapel UMC at Lake Junaluska 
with Rob Fuquay and Woody Adams officiating. In his closing remarks, Rob said, “I pronounce that 
John’s membership be transferred from the United Methodist Church to the Church Triumphant.”   
 The private burial was held the next day at Garrett-Hillcrest Memorial Park, with John’s father-
in-law, J. Samuel Pritchard, officiating. 

Submitted by Peggy Winters 
 
 

 
JOHN R. BROKHOFF 

 
 John R. Brokhoff was born in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, on 
December 19, 1913, and died on December 8, 2003, at the Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  He was the father of 
three daughters: Wendy Shook, Helen Landel, and Virginia Waits; 
one stepdaughter, Jodi Barnett; and one son, John W. Brokhoff.  His 
wife, the Reverend Barbara Brokhoff of Seminole, Florida, survives 
him. 
 The Reverend Mr. Brokhoff was ordained by the Lutheran 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania in 1938 and was a member of the 
Florida Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  He 
received his A.B. from Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pennsylvania 
in 1935; M.A. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1938; M.Div. 
from Philadelphia Lutheran Theological Seminary in 1938; and D.D. 

from Muhlenberg College in 1951.  He continued his graduate studies at Union Theological Seminary in 
New York; Princeton Theological Seminary; and Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.  
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 He served at First English Lutheran Church, Richmond; Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Marion, 
Virginia; Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke; Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta;  St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, Charlotte; and Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale, Pennsylvania. 
 He was a Bible instructor at Marion College, Marion, Virginia, and  professor of homiletics at 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University, Atlanta, and at  Luther Northwestern Seminary, St. Paul.  
A renowned lecturer, he held a lectureship at Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, and was 
distinguished scholar at Union College, Barbourville, Kentucky, and Newberry College, Newberry, North 
Carolina. 
 John was also a community leader, serving as president of the Atlanta Christian Council, 
president of Mecklenburg County Christian Minister’s Association, secretary of the board of trustees of 
the Protestant Radio-TV Center in Atlanta, and councilor of the United Lutheran Church to the National 
Lutheran Council.  He served on the executive committee of the North Carolina Synod, the consulting 
committee of the department of architecture of the United Lutheran Church, and the board of the 
Academy of Preachers at the Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary.  He also served as chaplain of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 
 In 1948 the Reverend Mr. Brokhoff was one of the founders of the Protestant Radio-TV Center in 
Atlanta and in 1949  founded the Lutheran Hour of Protestant Series. He hosted and participated in 
religious television programs in Atlanta and Charlotte. 
 John was the author of thirty-seven books during his ministry, including lectionary preaching 
workbooks and textbooks for Lutheran church schools.  He also contributed to a number of sermon 
collections and to The Pulpit Digest and was a columnist for several newspapers. 
 In 1953 he was named one of Atlanta’s leaders of tomorrow by the Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce and by Time magazine. He was included in the sixteenth edition of Who’s Who in the South, 
was awarded the George Washington Medal by the Freedom Foundation of Valley Forge, and received a 
Certificate of Merit for Outstanding Service to the Community in the Field of Religion by the Charlotte 
Junior Women’s Club.  He was a member of Omicron Delta Kappa, Tau Kappa Alpha and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha. 

Submitted by Barbara Brokhoff 
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PEARL ALEENE SARGENT CARTER 
 

 Pearl Carter, loving wife of retired minister Franklin Gene 
Carter, passed away January 8, 2004, from complications with 
pneumonia.  A service of death and resurrection was held January 11 
at Faith United Methodist Church, Orlando, with the Reverend 
Deborah W. McKown officiating. 
 Pearl Aleene Sargent was born November 14, 1929, in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts, the only child of Charles and Lulu 
(Crosby) Sargent.  Pearl’s first church was the West Side 
Congregational Church in Haverhill, which she attended with her 
parents. 
 Pearl and Gene met at Stetson University while attending the 
Second Baptist Church of DeLand.  Pearl attended Stetson from 1948 
to 1952, graduating with a B.A. in education.  On June 6, 1952, at the 

end of Pearl’s senior year and Gene’s junior year, the two married. 
 Gene and Pearl joined the Florida Conference of The Methodist Church in June of 1960, 
beginning a blessed life of serving many churches in the conference. 
 A year after serving the four churches of the Micanopy Circuit, the Carters moved to Pierson in 
1961.  They then served Chiefland from 1964 until 1967, when they were on the move again, this time to 
Marathon to serve Community United Methodist Church in the heart of the Florida Keys.  In 1971, four 
years later, they moved to Florida City and in 1980 to Plant City to serve the Cork United Methodist 
Church. In 1982 they moved to St. Andrews Church in Winter Park and after seven years, in 1989, to 
Holly Hill to the Christ United Methodist Church.  Two years later, in 1991, they moved to Ridge Manor, 
and from there, four years later, in 1995, they retired and became active members of Faith United 
Methodist Church in Orlando. 
 Pearl leaves a legacy of using her many talents to serve the church and community – from playing 
the piano and creating the weekly bulletins in the smaller churches to forming a sewing group to create 
lap robes and walker bags for the elderly and clothes for less fortunate children. 
 Pearl and Gene are blessed by their children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren: Carolyn 
Ruth (Carter) Wilson (born March 18, 1953) and Pete Wilson, daughter and son-in-law; Jimmy and Casey 
Wilson, grandson and granddaughter-in-law; Nicholas and Edward, great-grandsons; Jennifer and Ed 
Carlstedt, granddaughter and grandson-in-law, Wil and Nick, great-grandsons; and Robert Charles Carter 
(born March 27, 1956) and Juanita Carter, son and daughter-in-law; Jessica and Zachary, grandchildren. 

Submitted by Carolyn Wilson 
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ETHEL MAE HOLSTON 
 

 Ethel Mae Holston was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on May 19, 
1925, the youngest of five children born to Lawrence and Marie Bandholz.  
She died on October 16, 2003, in Ocala after a long illness. 
 Ethel graduated from Humboldt High School in St. Paul and began 
her nurse’s training as a member of the U. S. Navy Cadet Nursing Corps, a 
program sponsored by the federal government during World War II to help 
relieve the shortage of nurses in the armed forces.  At the end of the war, 
she completed her studies in nursing at the Yale University School of 
Medicine.  Ethel returned to St. Paul and worked at Children’s Hospital 
until she was called to active duty with the Navy Nurse Corps during the 
Korean War.  She was stationed at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina. 
 It was at Camp LeJeune that Ethel met Sergeant George Holston.  
They were married on June 29, 1952.  Their marriage fulfilled a prophecy 
Ethel had made when she was a fifteen-year-old.  She and a group of 
friends were predicting which boys they would marry, and Ethel announced 

that she would “marry a George from Georgia!”  It was a marriage that would last fifty-one years. 
Returning to civilian life, Ethel worked as a surgical nurse at Memorial General Hospital in Athens, 
Georgia.  Here she earned the first of her P.H.T. (“Putting Hubby Through”) degrees while George 
completed his studies at the University of Georgia’s School of Forestry. 
 In between work and church Ethel and George managed to raise a very close-knit family. They 
have three children and six grandchildren.  The Reverend George W. Holston III, born on December 20, 
1954, is an Episcopal priest serving as vicar of St. Alban’s Church in Chiefland, Florida.  Margery Marie 
Holston-Prince, born on July 20, 1956, owns a used bookstore in Lyons, Georgia.  Lorraine Elizabeth 
Holston, born September 15, 1958, is an elementary school librarian in Pompano Beach, Florida. 
 Ethel was a devoted wife, a loving and caring mother, and most of all a friend to all who knew 
her.  Our home was always a gathering place for friends, and she made sure that there was always room at 
the table for everyone when mealtime came around.  One daughter remembers, “The best part of our 
home was the kitchen.  Here friends were met, meals were prepared and shared, needs were met, and 
questions were answered.  Sometimes water fights erupted and we all got wet, and life went on.  We were 
all there helping prepare the meals, learning to cook and clean, and learning about life.  We found that 
Mom often prayed while doing the dishes.  She would look out the window and talk openly to Christ 
about her day – good or bad she talked it over with him.” 
 When George entered the ordained ministry as a local pastor in 1980, Ethel took on the role of 
pastor’s wife with her usual grace and faithfulness.  While he served as the pastor of Sparr United 
Methodist Church and became an associate member of the Florida Conference after completing the 
Summer Course of Study program at Candler School of Theology (Ethel’s second P.H.T.), Ethel launched 
into her usual ministry of caring for everyone in the congregation.  Everywhere she went, lives were 
touched by her enormous love, and many came to know first hand the love and grace of our Savior.  She 
filled many positions in the life of the church, including serving as a lay delegate to Annual Conference 
for many years.  Above all, she was deeply loved by all who knew her. 
 Ethel’s special love was for children.  Children who were touched by her knew that she loved 
them and that they were special in her sight.  Up to the very end of her active life she worked diligently to 
enhance the Sunday school program and the youth ministry at Sparr Church. 
 Ethel possessed a deep spiritual awareness that saw the love of Christ in all situations, and she 
was able to greet all who came her way as though she were greeting our Lord himself.  She was a person 
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who believed deeply in the power of prayer.  Her son once remarked, “Mom prayed both of us (his father 
and himself) into the ordained ministry.” 
 Ethel peacefully entered into larger life on October 16, 2003, at the New Horizon Rehabilitation 
Center in Ocala.  Services were held at Sparr United Methodist Church on October 21, with her pastor, 
the Reverend Jodi Hopkins, officiating.  Her body was laid to rest at the Veterans Cemetery at 
Brooksville and her spirit to rest in the loving arms of Almighty God. 
 Ethel taught us all many things, especially to laugh, to love life, and to love our Lord Jesus Christ 
above all else.  We only hope that she is enjoying heaven as much as we have enjoyed her. 

Submitted by her family 
 

 
 

SARAH ELIZABETH OGG 
 

 Sarah Elizabeth Ogg was born April 25, 1910, in Kelat, Kentucky, 
the daughter of Samuel Stamper and Effie Wiggins Whitaker.  The Lord 
called her home on December 8, 2003, in DeBary, Florida.  She and her 
husband, the Reverend Cecil N. Ogg, would have been married seventy-
three years on December 24, 2003. 
 Other survivors include three daughters: Joyce Foster of Gaffney, 
South Carolina; Janette Ogg of Winchester, Virginia; and Paula Ogg of 
Gainesville.  Also included in her family are three grandchildren: 
Douglas Foster, Spartanburg; Donald Foster, Marion, North Carolina; and 
Tanya Butler, Gaffney, as well as eleven great-grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.  Sarah, who comes from a long line of Methodist 
ministers, is the descendant of the Reverend Josiah Whitaker, a well-
known circuit rider in Kentucky. 
 A beautiful celebration of Sarah’s life was held in the 
Community United Methodist Church in DeBary, which had been their 
pastorate in the early 1960s.  The Reverend Will Furlong and the 

Reverend Jim Gaylor officiated.  Glorious music filled the air as the organist and violinist played music of 
the masters and great hymns of the church.  The singing of the congregation was exalting, and some of 
her favorite songs were sung by a wonderfully talented soprano.  Scriptures that were especially 
meaningful to her were read and an opportunity for friends to share remembrances brought ripples of 
laughter throughout the audience.  Among all who knew her, Sarah was well known for her charming wit 
and humor, as well as her spiritual depth. 
 Sarah graduated from Berry High School, Berry, Kentucky, in 1929 as valedictorian of her class.  
She was very musical and sang with the girl’s trio, a talent she passed on to her entire family.  In addition, 
she was an avid tennis player and captain of the basketball team. She attended Cumberland College in 
Williamsburg, Kentucky, with the intention of teaching her great loves, English and literature. 
In 1930, she married Cecil, a singing evangelist, and joined him in his work until he felt God’s call into 
the ministry.  He entered Asbury College for further study and she began her role as a Methodist 
minister’s wife.  Sarah was devoted to her husband, her children, and the church family.  They considered 
her to be the ideal mother and minister’s wife because she was so totally involved in the life of the 
church, unassumingly contributing her special talents in many ways.   
 Her immense fascination with words sparked her creativity in the writing and directing of plays, 
pageants, and programs for the church.  Known for her organizational skills, she served as director of 
Bible schools, program chair for various organizations, prayer group leader, adult Sunday school teacher, 
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and vice-president of the WSCS (now UMW), as well as being involved in countless other activities.  Her 
deeply spiritual presence was felt while she served as vice-president of spiritual life in the DeLand 
District during Ethel Gray’s tenure as president (1963-68).   She had an amazing gift for mobilizing 
parishioners, inspiring them, leading and encouraging them to believe in their own God-given abilities, 
and allowing them to make a major contribution to the church. 
 Sarah and Cecil served twelve churches in fifty-one years of ministry in the Kentucky and Florida 
Conferences.  In Florida they were at Christ, Holly Hill; Community, DeBary; First, Oviedo; and 
Otterbein, Tampa. A retirement appointment took them to Barnett Memorial, Enterprise. 
 After retirement they returned to DeBary and lived life to the fullest, enjoying their family and 
friends and traveling throughout the world, including the Holy Land, a highlight of their lives.   
 Sarah was a remarkable woman, leaving her family and so many friends with a rich legacy that 
will never be matched.  Her zest for life was contagious, and the brightness of her encouraging spirit and 
disarming and clever remarks will live on in the memories of those who were blessed to come across her 
path.  But, perhaps the greatest tribute one can pay is that she loved the Lord with all her heart and she 
made a significant difference in the spiritual lives of others. 

Submitted by husband C. N. Ogg and daughters 
 

 

CORINNE WATFORD RAGSDALE 

 Corinne Ragsdale passed away on November 5, 2003. She was 
the widow of the Reverend V. J. Ragsdale, who passed away earlier in 
the year. She was born November 29, 1908, in Madrid, Alabama. Her 
parents were Edward O. Watford Sr. and Jessie (Watford) Watford.  
 She leaves her children from her first marriage, Eleanor (Beth) 
Gubler, Paula Williams, John E. Burdeshaw (Clariece), Benjamin E. 
Burdeshaw (Judy), and step-sons, Dr. Denny Ragsdale (Frances Jane) 
and the Reverend Dural Ragsdale (Denise). She was married to Paul 
Burdeshaw and widowed at the age of thirty-eight. Many years later 
she was married to David Cassels and following his death married the 
Reverend V. J. Ragsdale in 1965. 
 They served several churches over the next few years: 
Islamorada; Starke; DeBary; Saint Marks, Saint Petersburg; Callahan; 
and Avon Park. They returned to Okeechobee in retirement in 1979. 

She and the Reverend Mr. Ragsdale continued to be active there in the First United Methodist Church, 
which she had joined in 1926 upon her arrival from Alabama. 
 Her funeral was conducted in the same church, with the Reverend John Keith of the Oak View Baptist 
Church and the Reverend Olin Bruce Simpson officiating. Burial was in Evergreen Cemetery in 
Okeechobee. 

Submitted by Beth Gubler 
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ELSIE EVANS RICHARDSON 
  

 Elsie Evans was born April 18, 1906, in Detroit, Michigan, on the 
day of the San Francisco earthquake.  She was the ninth of eleven 
children born to Robert Hill Evans and Jennie Lee Robinson Evans. She 
attended public schools in Detroit. Her oldest sister, a graduate of the 
Detroit Conservatory, gave her some piano lessons and helped to foster 
her life-long love of music. She was able to hear several concerts as an 
usher. One of the artists she particularly enjoyed was the famous and 
favorite pianist, Paderewski. Henry Ford was promoting American 
Heritage, and she was once his partner for a square dance. 
 After graduation from high school she worked and saved her money 
for future education. On the advice of her preacher, who said “The finest 
young men go there,” she enrolled for a year at Ohio Wesleyan. There 
she met Russell Thomas Richardson. They were married August 11, 
1929. Two children were added to their family: Donald on October 4, 
1930, and Patricia on June 4, 1932. 
 Not having married a preacher, Mother made the adjustments 

needed when Dad left a business career to begin preaching. Their ministry included three appointments in 
two conferences in Missouri and two appointments in Illinois while Dad was in seminary at Garrett 
Theological Seminary and graduate school at Northwestern University. Dad then went into the chaplaincy 
and was assigned to Parris Island, South Carolina. During that year living near Beaufort, Mother began 
her teaching career at an American Baptist boarding school for Negro girls. After Dad was assigned 
overseas, we returned to Illinois, where Mother took summer courses at the University of Chicago. That 
fall the coming Illinois winter motivated Mother to take us and her elderly mother to Florida. 
 When Dad was released from the Navy in 1948, he accepted a supply position at the Belleview 
Methodist Church in Florida. In 1949 he transferred to the Florida Conference and continued at Belleview 
for four years. While living there, Mother completed her undergraduate degree at the University of 
Florida in 1952 and enjoyed singing in the Women’s Glee Club as a student old enough to be the mother 
of most of the singers. 
 After Belleview they served Hastings, College Park in Orlando, Community in Daytona Beach, and 
Riverside in Miami. They retired in June of 1970 and moved to the mountains of North Carolina near 
Lake Junaluska. Mother taught at various schools after finishing her degree. In Daytona Beach and Miami 
she enlisted many persons in sewing for Church World Service. She continued that ministry in the 
Waynesville area and some years filled a truck with what had been done.  In recent years the number of 
her co-workers had diminished through age, but she continued some sewing even beyond her ninety-
seventh birthday. After Mother’s Day 2003 she failed steadily and died at home on August 9, 2003. 
 A service of celebration of her life was held at the Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake 
Junaluska on Labor Day weekend. Her two children, ten grandchildren, most of her seventeen great-
grandchildren, and two great-great-grandchildren were in attendance. Two of the people from Holland 
that she had helped to settle through CWS were in attendance, among many who showed their 
appreciation of her at the service that was led by Mike Shuford, pastor, and Don Richardson, son. 
 Churches of the Waynesville District are in the process of raising money to buy an entire Ark of 
Animals in her honor and memory. This was one of her pet projects. Before Dad’s death in 1994 our 
parents had celebrated their sixty-fifth anniversary. We are grateful for their loving life, ministry, and 
example. 

Submitted by Don Richardson, son, and Pat Richardson Whittlesey, daughter 
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NANCY HONAKER CRARY RIDLEY 
 

 Nancy Honaker Crary Ridley of Wilmore, Kentucky, and 
Saint Augustine Beach, Florida, died peacefully at her family home 
in Wilmore on Father’s Day, June 15, 2003, at the age of 83. 
 She was born in the home of her grandparents, Colonel Silas 
A. and Nannie Honaker Jones, in Waynesville, North Carolina, on 
November 3, 1918, and grew up in Binghamton, New York, where 
she was active in the youth group at Boulevard Methodist Church.  
She went to Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, as a freshman in 
1937.  After graduation she taught for one year at Pineland Junior 
College in DeLand, Florida, then on September 9, 1942, married the 
Reverend Roy Ben Ridley at the First Methodist Church in Wilmore. 
 After Roy’s graduation from Asbury Theological Seminary, 
they joined the Florida Conference of the Methodist Church in 1944.  
They were the first Asbury Seminary graduates to pastor in the 

conference.  Appointments they served were Reddick, 1944; Chiefland, 1947; Crescent City, 1949; 
Arcadia, 1952; Winter Garden, 1957; Seminole Heights, Tampa, 1964; Saint Paul, Jacksonville, 1969; 
Woodstock Park, Jacksonville, 1972; Cocoa, 1974; Oak Grove, Tampa, 19761; Lockhart, Orlando, 1981; 
and First, DeLand, 1983. 
 For forty-one years she was a loving and supportive pastor’s wife raising four children and 
mentoring many young people in the Christian walk.  More than twenty youth from their churches went 
on to full-time Christian service.  Her love of missions and foreign lands permeated her life.   With her 
family she visited many missionaries, and her door was always open to traveling missionaries.  She and 
Roy retired in 1985 to Saint Augustine Beach and Wilmore, where she continued her ministry to students 
from foreign lands. 
 Funeral services were held on Friday, June 20, 2004, in Estes Chapel on the campus of Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore.  She is buried in the Wilmore Cemetery.  Taking part in the service 
were Dr. Phillip Spottswood, son of missionary friends; Paul Botica, international student from Romania; 
Dr. Edward Smyth, son-in-law; and daughters, Ellen Ridley Smith and Virginia Ridley Marks.  Frieda 
Holland Gebert, Cinda Hixenbaugh Walker, and Dr. Albin Whitworth provided music. 
 She is survived by her sister, Lura (Sunny) Crary Griswold of Westminster, Maryland; four 
children, Virginia Ridley Marks of Panama City Beach, Florida; Ed and Ellen Ridley Smyth of Seattle, 
Washington; Samuel Ridley of Jacksonville, Florida; Carolyn Ridley of Lexington, Kentucky; 
grandchildren Devin Marks, Gavin and W. Marks Muller, David and Stephanie Smyth, Melanie Smyth, 
Joshua Smyth, Benjamin Smyth, Lauren Ridley, Anthony Ridley, and Lucas Ben Ridley; and great-
grandchildren Aaron and Stephanie Mueller. 

Submitted by Carolyn Laverne Ridley 
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LYDA JULIA HODNETT RITCH 

 Lyda Julia Hodnett Ritch was born into a Methodist minister’s 
family on January 10, 1912, in Sutherland, Florida (now known as 
Palm Harbor). Her parents were the Reverend Robert Franklin Hodnett, 
a minister in the Florida Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and Mary Wesley Turner Hodnett. 
 She was trained as a nurse at Orlando Memorial Hospital and in 
Detroit, Ohio.  In the 1920s she worked as the county nurse in Taylor 
County, Florida, where she met and married Elliott Seaborn Ritch.  She 
lovingly and fully supported him in his quest for the ministry and moved 
with him to Emory University, where he received his divinity degree. 
 As a Methodist preacher’s kid and then a Methodist preacher’s wife, 
Lyda moved about Florida as directed by bishops, presiding elders, and 
district superintendents, living and working in churches in numerous 
Florida communities: Plant City, Kissimmee, Trilby, Lacoochee, Seville, 
Auburndale, Brooksville, Bartow, and Jacksonville (Murray Hill). 

 After the death of the Reverend Mr. Ritch in 1961, she returned with her family to Brooksville, 
where she lived during the summer months and was active at First United Methodist Church.   Winters 
were spent in Stuart, where she attended First United Methodist Church.  Some of her proudest memories 
were listening to inspired sermons by Dr. Robert “Bobby” Fannin at the Stuart church.  She remembered 
that the future Bishop Fannin had been a member of the youth group in Brooksville and had been inspired 
by her husband to enter the ministry. 
 Mrs. Ritch, at age ninety-one, passed from this life to life eternal on June 6, 2003.  She is 
survived by a son, Robert Franklin Hodnett Ritch of Brooksville, and two daughters, Lyda Virginia Ritch 
Vehaskari of New Orleans and Mary Wiley Ritch Allen Der of Brandon.  Her youngest child, Elliott S. 
Ritch Jr. of Los Angeles, predeceased her in 1998.  She was laid to rest June 9, 2003, in the family plot at 
the Brooksville Cemetery, with the Reverend Douglas Zipperer of First United Methodist Church in 
Brooksville officiating. 

Submitted by Mary Dyer 
 

 
MARY ELIZABETH DAVIS SMELT 

 
 Mary Elizabeth Davis Smelt was born on September 17, 1915, 
in Dade City, Florida, to the late Benner and Alice Davis.  The eldest of 
four daughters, she graduated with honors from Pasco County High 
School in 1933. 
 Mary married the late Francis C. Smelt on March 4, 1934, and 
raised four children: Mary Alice Rowe, Atlanta; Beverly Frances Davis, 
Lake City; Francis Rhett Smelt, DeLand; and William Howard Smelt, 
Mandeville, Louisiana.  She had twelve grandchildren and fourteen 
great-grandchildren. 
 She enjoyed being part of the Methodist ministry with her 
husband.  In addition to her supportive role as a minister’s wife she was 
active in the United Methodist Women.  Her life in the ministry took 
her to Columbia City, Sopchoppy, White Springs, Seville, Daytona, 
Jacksonville, and Lee, all in Florida.  As the family made their way 

from church to church, she left many friends and good memories throughout north and central Florida. 
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 Following the death of her husband in 1978, Mary continued to live in the Lakeland area for 
many years.  She was active in the educational travel industry and traveled to the Holy Land and Europe.  
After suffering a stroke in 1996, she was unable to live alone and moved to the Florida Lutheran Center in 
DeLand to be near her son and daughter. 
 On August 15, 2003, another stroke took her life.  Services were held in the Allen-Summerhill 
Funeral Home in DeLand on August 18, 2003.  Officiating at the service was the Reverend Owen 
Stricklin, First United Methodist Church, DeLand.  She was laid to rest next to her husband in  Williams 
Cemetery in Dade City.  Officiating at the graveside service was Dr. James Renault, First United 
Methodist Church, Dade City. 
 Family and friends were comforted at the memorial service by the following poem written by her 
son-in-law, Don Davis: 

Death, O death, 
How we sorrow 
At your coming. 

Pain and suffering 
Have both been here 

But --- 
Death, O death 

You have been beaten, 
Peace and rest 

Have come at last 
And shall be with 
Her forever more. 

 
God bless her life. 

Submitted by William Smelt 
 
 
 

PEGGY LOU BOWERS STOVER 
 

 Peggy Lou Stover was born on February 17, 1928, in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Bowers. After graduation from Lock Haven High School in 1945, she attended 
cosmetology school. She worked as a cosmetologist for more than forty years, during which she owned 
her own business, and then worked in nursing homes. She loved working in the nursing homes, for it was 
very rewarding for her. 
 On June 2, 1948, Peggy married Ray “Smokey” Stover in Lock Haven. When Smokey went into 
the ministry in 1967, Peggy supported him and became very active in the churches they served: St. 
Luke’s, Lake Worth; Lake Alfred; and Holden Heights and Pine Castle, Orlando. She loved singing in the 
choir. After Smokey retired in 1993, they settled on Lake Hickory Nut in Winter Garden, Florida. In 1999 
they moved to Auburndale to be closer to their family. Peggy spent the rest of her days doing things for 
her family. 
 Peggy went home to be with her Jesus on November 13, 2003. A memorial service was held 
November 16 at the First United Methodist Church of Auburndale. The Rev. Ray “Smokey” Stover 
officiated. 

 Submitted by JoAnn Meeks, daughter 
 
 



2004 Journal of the Florida Annual Conference 
 
28 

LOUISE TRASK TORRANCE 
 

 Louise Trask Torrance, widow of the Reverend Dr. C. Philip 
Torrance, died peacefully after a short illness on January 19, 2004, in 
Orlando, Florida. Louise was born in Albany, New York, on December 
1, 1908. She received a B.A. degree from SUNY, Albany, in 1930 and 
an M.A. degree from Boston University School of Theology in 1936. 
 Prior to her marriage, Louise taught school on Long Island for 
three years. She married the Reverend Dr. C. Philip Torrance on June 
29, 1934. He predeceased her on September 10, 1988. 
Louise had many interests over her lifetime. She loved gardening, 
cooking, bell collecting (she was the past president of the American 
Bell Association), knitting, and volunteering at her church. She was a 
great helpmate for her husband in ministry, serving with him in Locke; 
Skaneateles; Syracuse (West Genesee); First, Elmira; the Elmira 
District; and Trinity, Amherst, all in New York. In Florida they served 
First United Methodist, Winter Park. 

  Louise held many offices in the churches her husband served and reveled in being a gracious 
hostess to parishioners and colleagues in ministry. She was an avid reader and an exceptionally fine writer 
of letters and curriculum for Bible study and Sunday school. She was able to travel the world and never 
tired of learning new facts about far away places. 
 A devoted mother and wife, Louise nurtured faith development in her family. She was forever the 
teacher, even in her own home. She nurtured in her children the love of travel, music, reading, and living 
lives as lifetime learners. She taught her children always to stand for justice and compassion in the world. 
She believed one should live by the mandate of John Wesley: Do all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you 
can, as long as ever you can.  She was an example to others of this mandate all her life. She was known to 
say “I am a great gal” and she was! She will be missed.  
 Louise is survived by her three children: June Torrance of Regina, Saskatchewan; Connie 
Torrance Lane of St. Albans, Vermont; and the Reverend Anne Torrance Bachmann of Queensbury, New 
York.  She is also survived by seven grandchildren and thirteen great-grandchildren. A memorial service 
was held at First United Methodist Church of Orlando on January 24, 2004. Her ashes were scattered with 
her beloved husband in the Memorial Garden at First United Methodist Church in Winter Park. 

 Submitted by the Reverend Anne Torrance Bachmann 
 


