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Part V 
 

MEMOIRS 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE FAITHFUL SERVANTS 
 

Clergy 

Dwight Edwin Webster March 12, 2006 

LaVerne Proctor April 3, 2006 

Janet Hamilton Graham (Full Deacon) April 6, 2006 

Donald Eugene Kribbs May 9, 2006 

Harold Ira Conley (Local Pastor)  June 21, 2006 

Winston Bruce Wilson July 15, 2006 

Lister B. Grant (Associate Member)  August 19, 2006 

Gary Nelson Beam September 2, 2006 

William Weston Smith October 3, 2006 

Adelor Joseph Turgeon Jr. (Local Pastor) December 22, 2006 

Arthur James Mack February 14, 2007 

Bernard Luther Harkey February 16, 2007 

Robert Richard Lewis March 8, 2007 

Paul Lambuth Hartsfield March 9, 2007 

Jennifer Marie Cline Verzella (Local Pastor)  March 13, 2007 

David Thomas Waller April 1, 2007 

Thomas V. Irwin Sr. (Local Pastor) April 30, 2007 

Spouses 

Sophia M. Scott April 29, 2006 

Julia Sessions Mundy May 4, 2006 

Margaret Louisa Campbell Titley May 31, 2006 

Iris Russell Ackenhusen July 31, 2006 

Ruth Martha Dinkins Rowan August 21, 2006 

Tommie Jo Rhoads September 4, 2006 

Mable Berniece McWilliams Halter September 21, 2006 

Katherine Jane Ray Pitman October 11, 2006 

Janet Bagans October 27, 2006 

Verbie Pauline Price Scott October 28, 2006 

Mable Blanton Purviance November 1, 2006 

Irene Oneita Gibson Bowen November 21, 2006 

Laura Wood Sale McDonell December 16, 2006 

Mildred Dickens Davies April 22, 2007 
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GARY NELSON BEAM 
 
 Gary Nelson Beam was born in Potsdam, New York, on Christmas Day, 
1952, to Herbert and Marjorie Buckner Beam.  Within two years the Beam 
family had moved to Florida.  Gary attended Dunedin High School, where he 
was active in chorus and drama.  He attended First Methodist Church in 
Dunedin and was active in the youth group. He attended junior college in 
Madison, Florida, and graduated from Florida Atlantic College with a degree 
in drama.  He then received his master of divinity at his beloved Duke 
University in 1979. Duke basketball was huge in the Beam household. 
 Gary was admitted into the Florida Conference as a probationary 
member and was ordained deacon in 1979; he was ordained elder in 1981. 
He served the following appointments: associate, Christ, Lehigh Acres, 1979-

80; First, Hawthorne, 1980-83; Boca Grande, 1983-84; associate, Beymer, Winter Haven, 1984-86; 
First, Callahan, 1986-88; Community, Oldsmar, 1988-91; First, Mcclenny, 1991-93; associate, First, 
Sarasota, 1993-96; First, Ft. Meade, 1996-98; St. John’s, Tampa, 1998-2004; Pine Level, Arcadia, 
2004-05; and Trinity, Jensen Beach, 2005-06. 
 Gary supported the Untied Methodist Church, believing in its discipline and statutes. Over his 
twenty-eight years of ministry he served the conference on many committees. For eighteen years he 
was coordinator of the Duke Alumni Luncheon at Annual Conference. He spent the year planning and 
searching for Duke souvenirs to give away to the delighted alumni at the luncheon.  
 Gary was a servant of God.  He loved everyone, looking at each person as if he were looking into 
the face of Jesus.  He was kind and patient in the face of adversity, being fair to everyone.  He was 
always ready to help anyone regardless of who they were and what their needs were, giving the last 
dollar from his own pocket to help someone. When he was taken advantage of, he said it was all 
right—he was planting seeds for the Kingdom of God.  His genuine caring for God’s people has 
affected many lives through the years and continues even in his death. 
 Gary loved his family.  He was happiest when all the children and grandchildren would come and 
stay for days.  He shopped and cooked for everyone.  In the evenings we would play games and 
watch a movie.  None of this would be complete until Poppy made special popcorn.  No one made 
popcorn like Poppy. He joked that his tombstone should be in the shape of a popcorn kernel. 
 Gary had a deep bass voice that complemented many choirs over the years.  His solos brought 
tears to the eyes of his listeners, especially when he sang the Lord’s Prayer at the Church of St. Anne 
in Jerusalem.  He loved the theatre and participated in many plays and musicals over the years.  
Loving to travel, he led groups on pilgrimages to the Holy Land, Greece, Turkey, and other exciting 
locations. 
 On September 2, 2006, Gary had a heart attack in his sleep.  On September 4, 2006, a memorial 
service was held at Trinity United Methodist Church in Jensen Beach, Florida, with Dr. Mike Oliver and 
Dr. Keith Ewing officiating. Gary’s son Adam gave a moving testimony in his father’s honor and spoke 
about how his children are his legacy.  A dedication service was held on December 10, 2006, at Trinity 
to scatter his ashes in the Memorial Garden. The church also dedicated the Beam Memorial Library in 
his memory. 
 Gary leaves behind a loving family: his wife, Linda Dee; four children and five granddaughters: 
son Joey, his wife Kelley, and daughters Cheyenne, Aubrie, and Tori; daughter Angeline and her 
daughter Sayla; son Jasper, his wife Cortney, and daughter Hailee; and son Adam; and two brothers, 
Paul of Shenandoah Valley, West Virginia, and David of Eugene, Oregon. 
 Well done thy good and faithful servant. 

Submitted by the Beamteam 
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HAROLD IRA CONLEY 
 
 On March 13, 1924, in Parkersburg, West Virginia, Harold Ira Conley 
was the first of nine children born to Harley and Mabel Henthorn Conley.  At 
age four Ira began working on the farm and soon learned that hard work 
and perseverance produced the best results. 
 Even though he had to leave school in the ninth grade to run the family 
farm, Ira continued reading and studying nightly for many years because he 
wanted further education.  He applied to many colleges but was refused by 
all except Western Maryland College in Westminster, which had grown so 
tired of his many applications that they agreed to accept him if he could 
pass the entrance exams.  After much study he passed, and some years 
later, in 1957, he graduated with majors in sociology and philosophy. 
 Ira served in the U.S. Air Force from November 1942 to September 
1943, when he received an honorable discharge because of heart murmurs.  Later, when he was 
pursuing his studies in Baltimore, he served as a hospital corpsman, riding ambulances to fires and 
other disasters. 
 In 1963 he received an M.Div. from Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C., where he 
majored in pastoral psychology.  In 1970 he received a master’s degree in psychiatric social work 
from the University of Maryland School of Social Work in Baltimore.  In 1976 Ira earned a Ph.D. in 
mental health administration and in 1996 a Ph.D. in psychology, both from California Coast University. 
 During his many years of preparation and study, he was also involved with the church and in 
youth work.  As a lay speaker he helped out when there was no pastor; when Ira was nineteen the 
bishop of the West Virginia Conference asked him to take the Duffy Charge, a circuit of seven 
mountain churches, until more experienced help could be found.  His love for the church led him to 
pursue the ministry.  He was ordained a local deacon in 1961 and a local elder in 1963.  His major in 
pastoral psychology further fueled his desire to help people with spiritual and emotional or mental 
problems. Ira served Swindell Memorial Methodist Church, an old downtown church in Baltimore, for 
almost eighteen years, until the church was closed to make way for a highway through the city. 
 In 1973 Ira and his family moved to Florida, where he was injured in an auto accident and had to 
have a leg amputated.  He and Jane J. Williams were married on April 22, 1978, in Winter Park. 
 He served as coordinator of Region II of the Florida Division of Mental Health until 1977.  From 
1977 to 1986 he was executive director of the Mental Health Center in Ocala. In 1986 he opened a 
private practice, New Hope Counseling Center. 
 In 1977 Ira became supply pastor of St. John’s, Cotton Plant, United Methodist Church, where he 
served for twenty-three years, ten of them after retirement in 1990. His health forced him to retire 
completely, both from private practice and the ministry, in 2000. 
 During the many years of simultaneous work at two professions Ira served on many boards and 
committees, including Interfaith Task Force, Florida State Advisory Council on Mental Health, Indigent 
Care Task Force, and Florida Conference Counseling Center Committee.  He was chaplain for Rotary 
for many years.  He wrote and published two small books: Towards Mental Health, which combines 
spirituality and mental health, and Treatment of Depression by Medication versus Psychotherapy. He 
was working on a third book before he died: Messages from the Bible for Modern Man. 
 H. Ira Conley died on June 21, 2006, from the many infections that impaired his health after the 
automobile accident in 1973.  The Reverend Walter Edwards and the Reverend June Edwards 
officiated at the funeral St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Ocala on June 25, 2006.  The Reverend 
William Kennedy officiated at the graveside service at St. John’s United Methodist Church, Cotton 
Plant.  Ira is survived by his wife, Jane Conley; two sons, James and Larry Conley; and three step-
daughters, Lynne A. Eichler, Sharon A. Lofton, and Carol E. Williams. 

Submitted by Jane Conley 
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JANET HAMILTON GRAHAM 
 
 Janet Hamilton Graham was born on November 14, 1946, in Coral 
Gables, Florida, to John Wallace Graham and Betty Zorn Baxter Graham. 
She attended public schools in the area and in 1964 graduated from Miami 
Senior High School.  While attending the Florida Methodist Youth Camp in 
Leesburg as a young teenager, she committed her life to full-time Christian 
service.  
 She graduated from Pfeiffer University in Misenheimer, North Carolina, 
with a B.A. degree in church music/organ.  The following year she went to 
the University of Oregon German Center for International Music Education, 
where she studied choral and church music. 
 Janet received her master of music degree in sacred music and music 

education in 1971 and returned to Germany to travel and sing in two German choirs.  She also spent 
two summers as a singer and conductor at the Oregon Bach Festival.  
 From late 1972 until 1981 Janet was organist/director of music at First United Methodist Church 
in Elkin, North Carolina. In 1977 she was consecrated a diaconal minister in the Western North 
Carolina Conference.  From 1981 to 1983 she served as minister of music at First Presbyterian Church 
in Gastonia, North Carolina.  This was the only time in her professional career when she did not serve 
as both director and organist. 
 Janet transferred to the Florida Conference in 1983 to become diaconal minister of music/organist at 
First United Methodist Church in Gainesville, directing seven choirs.  Three years later she entered the 
doctoral program at the University of Florida and for the next three years also performed as graduate 
assistant carillonneur on a daily basis. 
 In 1989 she completed her dissertation entitled Conducting from the Console and received her 
Ph.D.  Janet moved to St. Augustine that year to become organist/director of music at the historic 
Flagler Memorial Presbyterian Church.  For seventeen years she performed weekly on the church’s 90-
rank Aeolian Skinner pipe organ. She was ordained a full deacon in the Florida Conference of the 
United Methodist Church in 1997. 
  After serving for ten years on the E.M.M.A.-St. Augustine Concert Association board, she was 
named honorary director. During this time she was also involved with Florida School of the Arts, 
Ancient City Theatre, First Coast Opera, and Limelight Theatre. Janet conducted the St. Augustine 
Community Chorus in the Messiah for fourteen seasons and directed the Flagler College Singers.  She 
was a member of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts, the American Guild 
of Organists, and the Presbyterian Association of Musicians; she was a life member of the American 
Choral Directors Association. 
 On April 6, 2006, Dr. Janet Hamilton Graham passed away after waging a fierce battle with breast 
cancer for many years.  As her friend and fellow organist, Shannon McKay, memorialized, her “verve 
and joie de vivre . . . enabled her to fight a vicious disease long after most of us would have given up 
in despair.  A brilliant woman with a big heart, Janet has given much to many and will be painfully 
missed.” 
 Dr. Dwyn Mounger, an interim pastor of Flagler Memorial Presbyterian Church, officiated at 
Janet’s memorial service on April 19, 2006. Her cremains are in the church’s columbarium. Before her 
death she was honored by the naming of the Dr. Janet H. Graham Choir Room, which was also 
dedicated in memory of her father. 
 Janet was pre-deceased by her father, Jack Graham. She is survived by her mother, Betty 
Graham; brother, Richard Graham and his wife Susan; and sisters, Claire Graham Francis and Joan 
Graham Branam. 

Submitted by Betty Graham 
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LISTER B. GRANT 
 
 Lister B. Grant was born on August 11, 1928.  He became a full-time 
local pastor in the Alabama-West Florida Conference in 1978. After coming to 
Florida in 1986, he served Grace, Hosford/Bristol, 1986-90; Wakulla, 1990-
92; and Grace, Hosford, 1993-96. He became an associate member of the 
conference and was ordained deacon in 1996. 
 He served Pinetta/Hickory Grove until his retirement in 1997. 
 The Reverend Mr. Grant died on August 19, 2006.  Funeral services were 
held on August 22, 2006, at Grace United Methodist Church in Hosford.  
Burial was in Blue Creek Cemetery in the Blue Creek community. 

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee 
 

 
 
 

BERNARD LUTHER HARKEY 
 
 Bernard Luther (Bud) Harkey was born to Luther Sylvanus Harkey and 
Eva Viola Allen Harkey on March 27, 1924, in Sanford, Florida, where he 
completed grades 1-12. 
 From 1943 to 1946 he served in the United States Navy in the South 
Pacific Theater of Operations. In 1950 he began a nineteen-year 
employment with Florida Power Company in Enterprise, Florida, as a watch 
engineer and switchboard operator. After he received his call to preach 
under the Reverend Bob Jenkins at First Church, Sanford, he began the 
Course of Study at Candler School of Theology at Emory University to 
prepare for part-time ministry. 
 He married Sara Ann Partridge Harkey on June 7, 1968. Their children 
from their combined families are the Reverend Alan Luther Harkey, born 
August 1, 1953; Sarah Elizabeth Simmons, born on April 21, 1958; Beth Anne Latourelle, born on July 
7, 1961; and Grace Ann Page, born on April 10, 1964. 
 His first appointment as a local preacher was at Altoona-Paisley in June 1968.  At that time he 
completed his full-time work at Florida Power and began studies at Lake Sumter Junior College, Lake 
County, and Florida Technological University (later University of Central Florida), Orlando.  
 In 1971, when he was ordained deacon, Bud was appointed to Christ in Sanford, where he served 
for a year before returning to Candler. There, from 1972 to 1975, he served at Faith in Riverdale, 
Georgia. He was received into probationary membership in 1973.  In 1975 he received his master of 
divinity degree and returned to the Florida Conference for appointment. 
 His first charge was Glen Julia/Sycamore/Old Mt. Pleasant, as well as the larger parish involving 
eight Gadsden County churches.  Bud was ordained elder and received into full connection in 1977. 
 He served the following appointments: Lake Jackson, Tallahassee, 1977-80; Garden City, 
Jacksonville, 1980-84; First, Bowling Green, 1984-87; First, Avon Park, 1987-88; and 
Hallandale/West Hollywood, 1988-89. 
 After retiring from the pulpit ministry in 1989, Bud became chaplain-counselor for alcohol and 
drug addiction.  After fifteen months counseling at Golden Way in Tallahassee, Bud went back to the 
pulpit at McCall’s Chapel on the Suwanee near Branford.  He served part-time at Glen Julia and 
Sycamore in Gadsden County, 1992-99. After retiring a second time, Bud enjoyed serving as a 
voluntary assistant pastor at John Wesley in Tallahassee. 
 On February 16, 2007, in his Tallahassee home Bud died of metastatic distal esophageal cancer.  
His funeral services were on February 22, 2007, at John Wesley United Methodist Church in 
Tallahassee, with the Reverend Ron McCreary and the Reverend Bill Rhoads officiating, and on 
February 24, 2007, at First United Methodist Church, Sanford, with the Reverend Bob Sofge, and the 
Reverend Bill Rhoads officiating. He was buried in Evergreen Cemetery in Sanford, Florida. 
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 Bud is survived by his wife, his children and their mates, eleven grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren.  
 Music was a special interest of his: choir, specials in song, playing the piano.  He loved 
airplanes—especially piloting—trains, reading, and praying.  He was a member of Industrial 
Chaplaincy, Jacksonville Kiwanis Club, Tallahassee Golden Railroaders, and the Railroad Evangelistic 
Association, founded by his father and of which he served as president for two years.  Evangelism 
through his church was a special interest. 

Submitted by Sara Ann Harkey, his wife 
 
 
 
 

PAUL LAMBUTH HARTSFIELD 
 
 Paul Lambuth Hartsfield was born on December 18, 1925, in 
Gainesville, Florida, to the Reverend John Evans Hartsfield and Annie Sale 
Hartsfield.  He was raised primarily in Bronson, Florida.  As the son of a 
Methodist minister, he also grew up in various other Florida towns and 
cities.   
He joined the navy in 1943 and served in the Pacific until 1946, flying PBY 
seaplanes (Catalinas) on many missions in the South Pacific.  He was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroic service. 
 When he returned from the navy, he finished his high school 
education at Hillsborough High School and Jefferson High School in 
Tampa, Florida.  From there he went on to earn his bachelor’s degree at 
Emory University in 1949 and a master of divinity degree at Candler 
School of Theology in 1952. 

 At Emory Paul met Virginia Ann Tansil of Memphis, Tennessee, and they married in 1951.  They 
enjoyed fifty-five years of faithful and fulfilling marriage. 
 He became a third generation Methodist pastor in the Florida Conference, following in the 
footsteps of his father and his maternal grandfather, J.C. Sale.  He was received on trial in 1952, 
ordained deacon in 1953, and ordained elder and received into full connection in 1954. His first 
pastoral appointment, in 1953, was as a modern-day circuit rider on the Micanopy Circuit in the 
Gainesville District, serving churches in Micanopy, Wacahoota, Shiloh, and Evinston.  He then served 
Hendricks, Jacksonville, 1956-63; Melrose Park, Ft. Lauderdale, 1963-69; and First, Tampa, 1969-74. 
 In 1974 Paul became superintendent of the Sarasota District, serving with distinction for six 
years.  He initiated the planting of a new church each year of his term.  In 1975, while on the district, 
he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree by Florida Southern College.  After serving on 
the district, he went to First, Pompano Beach, 1980-84, and then to his final appointment, First, St. 
Petersburg, where he served for thirteen years until his retirement in 1996 at the age of seventy. 
In “retirement,” however, Paul served full-time on the staff of First United Methodist Church in 
Sarasota.  During this time he also served a stint as the interim pastor of East Naples United 
Methodist Church. 
 Paul served in these capacities until the age of seventy-nine, when the progression of Parkinson’s 
disease overtook him.  He and Virginia moved to the Carpenter’s Estates in Lakeland in November 
2005.   
 He experienced his heavenly homecoming on March 9, 2007, when he died at the age of eighty-
one.  He had served his Lord as a pastor in the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church for 
almost fifty-five years! 
 Memorial services were held on March 17, 2007, at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland, 
with Matthew and Stephen Hartsfield officiating.  Burial was on March 21, 2007, in Bronson, Florida. 
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In his immediate family he was preceded in death by his father and mother, along with his three 
brothers, Ben, Robert, and Joe.  He is survived by his wife, Virginia; their three sons: Philip of Hays, 
Kansas (married to Phyllis), Stephen of Enterprise, Florida (married to Jill), and Matthew of Tampa, 
Florida (married to Maisie); and six grandchildren:  Eric, Garrett, Sarah, Jill, James, and Emma. 
 The Reverend Doctor Paul Hartsfield, affectionately known as “Dr. Paul,” was a powerful preacher, 
dynamic leader, caring pastor, loving husband, affectionate father, and faithful friend to many. 
Through his work in churches, on the district, and on the Board of Ordained Ministry for many years, 
he touched countless lives and affected the eternal trajectory of souls too many to count.   

Submitted by Matthew Hartsfield 
 
 
 

THOMAS V. IRWIN SR. 
 

Thomas V. Irwin Sr. was born on October 20, 1923, in Dayton, Ohio.  
During World War II he served as boatswain mate with the Pacific Fleet of the 
U.S. Navy aboard the USS Arkansas and the USS Monterey. He was also 
stationed on Treasure Island in San Francisco.  

He served as supply pastor at Myakka City United Methodist Church from 
1985 until 1995, then as pastor of visitation at Manatee United Methodist 
Church in Bradenton for ten years. 

He died on April 30, 2007.  A memorial service was held at Manatee 
United Methodist Church on May 5. 

Survivors include his wife of sixty-two years, Betty; son, Corky Irwin and 
wife Debbie; daughters, Vicki Roe and husband George and Peggy Mutka and 
husband Mike; grandchildren, Brian LaDere and wife Valerie, Bonnie Hillabrandt and husband Scott, 
George Roe and wife Rosalie, Tom Roe and wife Kathy, Tommy Irwin, and Michael-Paul Irwin; great-
grandchildren, Alfredo, Brianna, Christina, Haley, Steven, Cayenne, and Mackenzie. 

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee 
 

 
 
 

DONALD EUGENE KRIBBS 
 
 Donald Eugene Kribbs was born in Phillipsburg, Kansas, on May 16, 
1919, the eldest of the seven children of James Clarence Kribbs and Hazel 
Gebhart Kribbs. He was reared in Lakeland, Florida.   On July 26, 1939, he 
married Harriett Hammond of Winter Haven, Florida.  
 Mr. Kribbs worked his way through college while supporting a wife and 
two children. He graduated cum laude from Maryville College in Tennessee 
in 1949 and earned his graduate degree from Vanderbilt Divinity School in 
1952.  Although he had planned to become a physician, he went into the 
ministry as a result of his experience serving two rural churches in the 
foothills of the Smoky Mountains during his senior year at Maryville. 
 Mr. Kribbs was received on trial and ordained deacon in the Holston 
Conference in 1950.  He transferred in 1952 to the Florida Conference, 
where he was ordained elder and received into full connection that year. He served First, Macclenny, 
1952-56, and Livingston Memorial, Jacksonville, 1956-58.  
 He returned to the Holston Conference, serving in Park City, Knoxville, and Erwin. He then 
transferred to the Tennessee Conference, where he served Buchanan Street, Nashville, facilitating its 
merger with Alex Green Methodist Church and overseeing the construction of the new St. Andrew 
Methodist Church.  He also served 61st Avenue Methodist Church and was director of the Inner-City 
Methodist Ministry in Nashville. 
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 A lifelong student with a vast appetite for knowledge, Mr. Kribbs pursued studies in urban and 
community organization, social psychology, and the psychology and treatment of addictions.  At mid-
life these studies led him to a new career: in 1966 he became executive director of the National 
Council on Alcoholism for the Nashville area; from 1969 to 1972 he supervised the alcohol and drug 
abuse section of the Cleveland (Ohio) Public Health Department; and in 1972 he became executive 
director of the Greater Hartford (Connecticut) Council on Alcoholism. In 1979 he transferred back to 
the Florida Conference, where he spent the remainder of his professional life in addictions program 
supervision with the Florida Department of Mental Health. 
 After his retirement in 1985, Mr. Kribbs and his wife were active in the International Air Stream 
organization, traveling with fellow Air Stream caravaners throughout the United States and Canada.  
They divided their time between Melbourne, Florida, and Helen, Georgia, until 2001, when they 
moved to Nashville. He became an avid internet user in later years. 
 He died on May 9, 2006, at Alive Hospice in Nashville.  Memorial services were conducted on May 
13, 2006, at Crawford Funeral Home in Nashville, with the Reverend Joe Shelton of Hillcrest United 
Methodist Church officiating.  Burial was in Spring Hill Cemetery in Nashville. 
 Besides his wife, survivors include his children, Donald Lee Kribbs and wife Ann, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, and Kay Coggins and husband Wayne, Nashville; four grandsons: James Morris, Lebanon, 
Tennessee; Ashley Morris, Hendersonville, Tennessee; Mike and Doug Kribbs, Knoxville; three 
brothers: Kenneth Kribbs, Brunswick, Georgia; David Kribbs, Portland, Oregon; and James Kribbs, 
San Antonio, Texas; one sister, Doris Jonsson, Kissimmee, Florida; and five great-grandchildren.                         

Submitted by Kay Coggins 
 
 
 

ROBERT RICHARD LEWIS 
 
 Robert Richard Lewis was born to Robert Johnson Lewis and Catherine 
Owens Lewis on April 7, 1915, in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. 
 He married Jewell Evans on December 25, 1939, in Darlington, 
Wisconsin. They had three children: Richard Paul Lewis, born on January 6, 
1941, and died on September 3, 1993; Leah Jane Lewis Yarbrough, born on 
May 26, 1944; and Thomas Evans Lewis, born on October 6, 1945. 
 He graduated from Moody Bible Institute in 1939, earned a bachelor of 
arts degree from Illinois College in 1945, and received a degree in special 
education from the University of Miami, Florida, in the 1960s. 
 The Reverend Mr. Lewis was received on trial in the Illinois Conference in 
1946, was ordained and received into full connection in 1949, and was 
ordained elder in 1951.  He served churches in Darlington, Wisconsin; 
Jacksonville, Illinois; and Lynchburg, Jamestown, and Ashland City, 

Tennessee.  After transferring to the Florida Conference in 1956, he served the following 
appointments: Palm Harbor, 1956-58; Wildwood, 1958-60; Asbury, Bartow, 1960-65; Silver Palm, 
Homestead, 1965-69; and Burton Memorial, Tavernier, 1969-75.  After his retirement in 1975 he 
served Sunset Heights in Plant City.. 
 He had a love of family, heritage, and history.  He also loved books and enjoyed gardening, 
playing the piano and the organ, and singing in church services. He loved to have Jewell and their 
three children stand around the piano and sing gospel as a family. 
 He died of heart failure on March 8, 2007, at Highland Lake Center in Lakeland, Florida. Funeral 
services were held on March 11, 2007, at Gentry-Morrison Funeral Homes, Southside Chapel, in 
Lakeland, with the Reverend Ed Greenwood and Dr. William Roughton officiating. Burial was in Glen 
Abbey Cemetery in Auburndale, Florida. 
 The Reverend Mr. Lewis is survived by his wife, Jewell Lewis; daughter and son-in-law, Leah and 
Jerry Yarbrough; son and daughter-in-law, Tom and Cheryl Lewis; daughter-in-law, Peggy Lewis; 
seven grandchildren; and fourteen great-grandchildren.  

Submitted by Cheryl Lewis 
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ARTHUR JAMES MACK 
 
 Arthur James Mack was born in Palatka, Florida, on August 26, 
1911, to Geneva Bookman Feltner and Dennis Mack.  In early childhood 
he moved to Gainesville, Florida, with his grandmother. As a young boy 
working at a funeral home, he showed an early commitment to service. 
He struggled to decide whether the ministry or the mortuary business 
offered the best opportunity to serve others. As it happened, he was 
able to pursue both careers. 
 Upon graduation from high school he began working for Lawton L. 
Pratt Funeral Home in Jacksonville, where he attended both Wrightsville 
and Emmanuel Methodist Churches. In 1932 he became manager of the 
company’s DeLand office and in 1935 was given full charge. In DeLand 
he became affiliated with St. Joseph Methodist Church, where he immediately began serving as 
Sunday school superintendent and president of the choir. 
 In 1926 Arthur Mack married Edna Mae Hall, a DeLand native, who preceded him in death on 
January 29, 1988, after fifty-two years of marriage. 
 During World War II he served in the U.S. Army.  He often commented on how several men in his 
company were converted by the fear of death.  He took this as a challenge to share with them his 
faith in God and a life of service to Christ.  After returning from the war, he was an outspoken 
supporter of higher education and regularly opened his home to students.   
 In 1946 in Deland he established the Arthur J. Mack Funeral Home, which he owned until 1997. 
 He answered the call to ministry and preached his first sermon at St. Joseph Methodist Church in 
1949. Feeling the need to further his education, he attended Bethune-Cookman College, majoring in 
religion and philosophy. He graduated in 1963. 
 The Reverend Mr. Mack was received on trial in the South Florida Conference of the Central 
Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church in 1951.  He was ordained deacon and received into full 
connection in 1953 and was ordained elder in 1955. He served the following appointments: Trinity, 
Daytona Beach, 1951-52; Bartley Temple, Eustis, 1952-54; St. Joseph, DeLand, 1954-64; Trinity, 
Sanford/Grant’s Chapel, Winter Park, 1964-65; Trinity, Sanford, 1965-67; Trinity, Sanford/ Grant’s 
Chapel, Winter Park, 1967-69; and St. Joseph, DeLand/St. Paul, New Smyrna Beach/Trinity, Sanford 
1969-71.  He retired in 1971 but continued to serve St. Joseph until 1993. 
 He guided building programs at several churches and saw them paid off.  At one time he was the 
only African-American pastor in the DeLand area, in demand for funerals, weddings, sick visits, 
counseling, and conferences. 
 A 33rd degree Mason with the Most Worshipful Prince Hall, 12th District, he served in many offices 
at the state and national levels. He received an honorary Doctor of Masonic Jurisprudence in 1980.  
Among other memberships, the Reverend Mr. Mack was a board member of Twinkle Star Montessori 
School, life member of the NAACP, member and past president of the West Volusia Ministerial 
Brotherhood, member of the Florida and National Morticians Associations and the Florida Funeral 
Directors Association, and founding member of American Legion Post #187, of which he was a 
member for more than sixty years.  He was honored as Mortician of the Year in the Fourth Regional 
District. 
 The Reverend Mr. Mack died on February 14, 2007, in Florida Hospital in DeLand. Funeral services 
were held on February 21, 2007, at the Greater Union First Baptist Church in DeLand, with the 
Reverend George M. Whitehead officiating. Interment was in Mount Pleasant Cemetery in Gainesville. 
 Survivors include a devoted cousin, Florence Turner and husband Leroy of Pomona Park, Florida; 
his business partners, James and Brenda Cusack and family; his caretakers, Sherie Powell and Odessa 
Ferguson; nieces and nephews: Pauline Powell and family and Saturia and Araminta Lake and family, 
all of DeLand, and Doris Thatcher and Edna Carter, both of the Bronx, New York. 

Submitted by James Cusack, Arthur J. Mack Funeral Home 
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LaVERNE PROCTOR 
 
 LaVerne Proctor was born on December 11, 1925, in Corry, 
Pennsylvania, to Mabel Hodge Proctor and Leon Proctor. 
 He married Rose Bayle Proctor on October, 6, 1945.  They had three 
children: Constance (Connie) Rae Westley, born on May 15, 1946; Linda 
(Lin) Rose Schroder, born on September 14, 1947; and Paul LaVerne 
Proctor, born on February 5, 1949. 
 LaVerne attended Houghton College in Houghton, New York, graduating 
with a B.A. degree in 1949. He attended Geneseo State Teachers College in 
Geneseo, New York, to work on his master’s degree in education.  Then he 
decided to leave college to become a teacher.  He taught for a few years, 
and the Lord called him to the ministry.  He attended Drew Theological 

Seminary, 1953-1956, and Pittsburg Theological Seminary, 1956-57.  He graduated from Drew in 
1957. 
 Received on trial in the Erie Conference in 1953, he was ordained deacon in 1955, and was 
ordained and received into full connection in 1957.  After serving churches in Cornwallville, Ripley, 
and West Seneca, New York, and Volant and Reno, Pennsylvania, he transferred to the Florida 
Conference in 1967.  His Florida appointments were associate, Grace, Venice, 1967-68; associate, 
Kendall, Miami, 1968-69; and Union Park, Orlando, 1969-71.  He took supernumerary leave in 1971 
and retired in 1975. 
 LaVerne went home to his Heavenly Father on April 3, 2006.  He passed away at the VA Hospice 
Unit in Lake City, Florida, after suffering with Parkinson’s disease for a long time.  A memorial service 
was held on April 22, 2006, at First United Methodist Church in High Springs, Florida, with the 
Reverend Gary Eldred and the Reverend Alan Patz officiating.   
 His survivors include his wife of sixty years, Rose Bayle Proctor; three children: Constance Rae 
Westley of Orlando, Florida; Linda Rose Schroder of High Springs, Florida; and Paul LaVerne Proctor of 
Leesburg, Florida; eight grandchildren; fourteen great-grandchildren; two sisters, Mildred Proctor 
Donor of Port St. Lucie, Florida, and Betty Jean Proctor Wurst of State College, Pennsylvania; and a 
brother, Richard Proctor of Erie, Pennsylvania. 
 LaVerne had a broad scope of interests.  His family and his church always came first.  He was an 
avid reader, loved to sing, and enjoyed traveling, boating, and camping.  

Submitted by Rose Proctor 
 
 
 
 

WILLIAM WESTON SMITH 
 
 William Weston Smith was born to William Vernal and Kathleen L. 
Botner Smith  on October 12, 1933, in Hamilton, Ohio.  On December 20, 
1958, in Orlando, Florida, he married Betty Jean Nolle. They had two 
daughters: Valli Jeanenne Smith Van Meter, born July 19, 1960, and 
Jennifer Meagan Smith Phelps, born June 13, 1962.  
 Bill attended Riverside Junior College in Riverside, California, and then 
received a bachelor of arts degree from Rollins College, DeLand, Florida, in 
1959. He received a master of vocational education degree from Florida 
State University in 1970. He pursued three challenging careers: performing 
on Broadway and in several television series; working in sales; and teaching 
at North Florida and Daytona Beach Junior Colleges. 
 The Lord was the most important thing to him. He often described his 

walk with the Lord as joy. The family was a big part of that joy, and with his beautiful baritone voice, 
he enjoyed music.  He had a zest for life, putting his all into every situation. A true extrovert, he 
enjoyed group settings, large and small. 
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 During the 1980s Bill felt the call to preach and enrolled at Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, receiving a master of divinity degree in 1990.  He was received as a probationary member of 
the Florida Conference and ordained deacon in 1991 and was ordained elder and received into full 
connection in 1993. He felt the Lord had been preparing him for this final step in his life, in which he could 
use his experiences in acting, sales, and teaching to share God’s salvation. Prayer became his primary 
focus. He served DeLeon Springs, 1990-94, and Calvary, Seminole, 1994-99. 
 When poor health forced him into early retirement in 1999, the need to share his firm belief in 
prayer took over. He was warmly received at Keystone Heights United Methodist Church, where he 
welcomed opportunities to contribute through the drama group, music, teaching, and small group 
gatherings at home and in the church. He was a child of God and a student of God. 
 Bill died of a cerebral hemorrhage on October 3, 2006, at Shands Hospital in Gainesville, Florida.  
A memorial service was held on October 6, 2006, at Keystone Heights United Methodist Church in 
Keystone Heights, Florida, with the Reverend Walter Edwards officiating.  Burial was in Orlando, 
Florida. 
 Survivors include his wife, Betty Jean Smith; daughters, Valli J. VanMeter and J. Meagan Phelps; 
and granddaughters, Alexandra Skye Dickinson, Jessica Kaley Dickinson, Breland Jayne Phelps, and 
Griffin Callie Phelps. 

Submitted by Betty Jean Smith 
 
  
 

ADELOR JOSEPH TURGEON JR. 
 
 Adelor Joseph Turgeon Jr. was born on October 7, 1927, in 
Conway, New Hampshire, the son of Adelor and Madeline Seavey 
Turgeon.  After graduation from Kennett High School he joined the 
United States Navy and served in World War II. He was a paratrooper 
in the army during the Korean War  
 He married his high school sweetheart, Mary Garland, on 
December 31, 1950, and they raised three daughters: Linda T. Poutre, 
Nancy T. Wiggin, and Debra T. Ling.   
 In 1972 Adelor moved his family to Bradenton, Florida, where he 
operated a shop for repairing and restoring antique furniture.  He 
enjoyed singing with the Suncoast Barbershop Group and was a 
member of Gideons.  He pursued his lifelong ambition in the field of 
theology and in 1990 completed the Course of Study through Emory University to become a local 
pastor. 
 He received his license to preach in 1987.  He served at Rogers Memorial, Bradenton, 1987-88; 
Pine Grove, Live Oak, 1988-92; and Florida City, Homestead, 1992-93, when Hurricane Andrew 
devastated that community. He retired in 1993. 
 His wife of almost forty years passed away in 1990, and on June 9, 1991, he and a childhood 
classmate, Muriel Allard, were married.  They returned to Bradenton upon Adelor’s retirement, and he 
served for three years as chaplain of Hospice of Southwest Florida. 
 Adelor died on December 22, 2006, after a five-year battle with myelodysplastic syndrome, an 
incurable anemic disorder.  Interment was in the family plot in Conway, New Hampshire.  He is 
survived by his wife, Muriel, one brother, three daughters, two step-sons, seven grandchildren, and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Submitted by Muriel S. Turgeon 
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JENNIFER MARIE CLINE VERZELLA 
 
 Jennifer Marie Cline Verzella was born in Kansas City, Missouri, to James and Mary Cline.  She 
and her husband, Robert Verzella, had two daughters, Abigail Ruth and Olivia Violet. 
 Licensed in 1998, she was a local pastor who served Grace, Plant City, 1998-99; Trilby, 1999-
2000; Christ, Leesburg, 2000-2004; and St. Paul’s Orlando, 2004 until the church closed in December 
2006. 
 Jennifer wrote beautiful prayers and had a gift for ministering to families at the time of death.  
She loved her girls, her family, and scrapbooking. 
 She died on March 13, 2007, at the age of forty. 
 A memorial service was held at St. Andrews United Methodist Church in Winter Park, Florida, on 
March 17, 2007.  She is survived by her husband, her daughters, and her parents, as well as by her 
sister and brother-in-law, Lisa and Mike Geni; her brother and sister-in-law, Jason and Christina Cline; 
and her nephew, Hunter Cline. 

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee 
 
 

 
DAVID THOMAS WALLER 

 
 David Thomas Waller was born on February 14, 1950, in Orlando, Florida, 
to the Reverend Jesse E. and Gladys Hill Waller. He graduated from Robert E. 
Lee High School in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1968 and from Pfeiffer College, 
Misenheimer, North Carolina, in 1972.  He received a master of divinity degree 
from Candler School of Theology, Emory University, in 1975. 
 David married Darlene Snyder on May 15, 1976.  They had two children: 
Deanna L. Waller, born on June 12, 1978, and David Lee (Chip) Waller, born 
on June 4, 1982. 
 Following his father, Jesse Waller, and his uncle, Harry Waller, into 
ministry in the Florida Conference, he was accepted into probationary 
membership and ordained deacon in 1973 and ordained elder and received 

into full connection in 1977. He served the following appointments: associate, First, Miami, 1975-77; 
First, Lake Butler, 1977-80; associate director of development, Florida United Methodist Children’s 
Home, 1980-86; Seminole Heights, Tampa, 1986-89; Lakeside, Lake Worth, 1989-1992; St. Marks, 
Indialantic, 1992-95; vice president for development, Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, 
1995-2002; and First, Titusville 2002-05. He went on incapacity leave in April 2005. 
 David was active in district and conference activities: chair of the Tampa District Council on 
Ministries; member of the Tampa and West Palm Beach District Boards of Church Extension; member 
of the Melbourne District Board of Ministry; secretary and Melbourne District representative to the 
Commission on Archives and History; and member of the Board of Trustees of the Children’s Home. 
He was Miami District coordinator of the Religion and Race event and of the Bicentennial tour to 
Savannah in 1976 and Tampa District coordinator of the Catch the Spirit events at Sea World and 
Cypress Gardens.  He was an alternate delegate to the World Methodist Conference in Honolulu in 
1981. He was also volunteer chaplain at Miami Goodwill. 
 For two years he appeared in thirty newspapers as a syndicated columnist for the International 
Sunday School Lesson series based on the lectionary. He also wrote “Remnants,” a column in the 
Union County Times. 
 A member of Rotary Clubs in Lake Butler, Lake Worth, Indialantic, and DeBary, David also served 
as district chaplain for the Daytona Area Rotary.  He coached youth soccer teams in Melbourne and 
Deltona. He was a lifetime member of Landmark Lodge Free and Accepted Masons and a member of 
Indian River-Titusville Lodge of F&A Masons. 
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 David Waller loved life and his family and serving God.  He had a wonderful sense of humor.  He 
never said a bad word about anyone, always had a smile, and was uplifting and affirming to everyone 
he met.  He captured the world we live in through photography, sketching, and watercolors. He loved 
his Lionel trains that were passed down from his father and enjoyed seeing others watch them roll on 
down the tracks. 
 He spent thirteen of his thirty-two years of ministry at the Florida United Methodist Children's 
Home.  He knew the children by name and could tell you something special about each of them.  Each 
summer he looked forward to going to Indian Springs Holiness Campground in Georgia, where he 
enjoyed being with family and friends and renewing his Christian walk.  He was brought into this 
world with a big heart on Valentine's Day and left this world with a wonderful sense of humor on April 
Fool's Day.   
 David died of congestive heart failure, cardiomyopathy, and hypertension on April 1, 2007.  A 
memorial service was held at First United Methodist Church in Deltona on April 11, 2007, with the 
Reverend Mike Nickolich of the North Georgia Conference and the Reverend Mike Oliver officiating and 
the Reverend Jacquie Leveron, the Reverend Trall Heitzenrater, Dr. Waite Willis, and Dr. Wayne Wiatt 
assisting.  His ashes were scattered at sea. 
 He is survived by his wife, Darlene L. Waller; his children, Deanna L. Waller, and David Lee (Chip) 
Waller; his brother, Jesse E. Waller Jr.; his sister, Annabeal Lefler and husband John; his brother-in-
law, Barney Snyder and wife Jo; his mother-in-law, Helen Snyder; nieces, Anna, Emily, and Robin; 
and nephews, Todd and Don. 

Submitted by Darlene Waller 
 
 

 
DWIGHT EDWIN WEBSTER 

 
 Dwight Edwin Webster was born on a farm in Cheyenne County, 
Nebraska, to Milo and Gertrude Wittens Webster on September 22, 1914.  
He grew up on the farm, the fifth of six boys, and attended a country school 
and Dalton High School. 
 He went to Nebraska Wesleyan College in Lincoln in the fall of 1933.  
After the first semester he was needed at home on the farm and returned 
for the rest of the year.  In 1934 he enrolled in Hastings College, from 
which he graduated in 1938.  During his senior year he served the 
Methodist Church in Clay Center, Nebraska. 
 In the fall of 1938 Dwight enrolled in Boston University School of 
Theology.  He worked part time at Laboratory Kitchen and at Sears.  On 
June 20, 1940, he married Autumn Seger in Hastings, Nebraska.  That fall 
he returned to Boston with his bride, and they both attended the School of Theology.  He graduated in 
1941 with an STB degree. 
  He was received on trial in the North Iowa Conference and ordained deacon in 1941. He was 
appointed to the Methodist churches in McGregor and Marquette, Iowa, where his first child, Janice 
Carol, was born on February 13, 1943. Ordained elder and received into full connection in 1943, he 
was appointed to Kenwood Methodist Church in Cedar Rapids. His son, Allan Dwight, was born there 
on February 16, 1946.  In 1947 he was appointed to DeWitt, Iowa. There Donald Lynn was born on 
May 12, 1948, and Paul Clifford, on June 1, 1953. As the family was in the process of moving to his 
new appointment at Gowrie, Iowa, a truck moving their furniture, library, and personal things was in 
an accident and burned. 
 Dwight and Autumn traveled to Europe and the Holy Land in 1955 with a group led by the head of 
missions of the Methodist Church, Dr. Carl Quimby.  Dwight was appointed to Wesley Church in Sioux 
City, Iowa, in 1959. 
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By 1968 the three oldest children had left home.  Janice had married, and Allan and Don were in 
the service.  In June of that year the family moved to Sarasota, Florida, and in 1969 Dwight 
transferred to the Florida Conference, where he served Vamo, Sarasota/Miakka, 1969-1976, and 
Pompano Beach, associate, 1976-1979. 
 After retirement in 1979 Dwight and Autumn moved back to Sarasota, where they lived until 
2002, when they sold their home and moved to Merrill Gardens.  On May 3, 2005, Dwight moved to a 
nursing home at the Pines of Sarasota.  He passed away on March 12, 2006. Funeral services were 
held on March 26, 2006, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Sarasota, with The Reverend Jerry 
Miller officiating.  Burial was in Memorial Cemetery in Sarasota. 
 Survivors include his wife, Autumn, and his children, Janice McBride, Allan Webster, Donald 
Webster, and Paul Webster. 

Submitted by Autumn Webster 
 
 
 

WINSTON BRUCE WILSON 
 
 Winston Bruce Wilson was born in Lebanon, New Hampshire, on 
February 12, 1936, to the Reverend Dr. Edgar Bruce Wilson and Elizabeth 
Wilson Dungan.  He had one sister, Elizabeth Wilson Hart. 
 After beginning high school in Michigan, Win, as he was known, 
graduated from West End High School in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1954.  
He received a bachelor of arts degree from Michigan State University in 
1958 and a master of divinity degree from The Methodist Theological 
School in Ohio in 1964. 
 Winston married Carol Anne Lindsay Wilson on June 27, 1959, and 
they had three children: Robert Bruce Wilson, born on June 13, 1963; 
Karen Elizabeth Wilson Lewis, born on October 17, 1965; and James 
Winston Wilson, born on August 13, 1968. 

 He was admitted on trial and ordained a deacon in the Detroit Annual Conference in 1961 and 
ordained elder in the North East Ohio Conference in 1965. He was appointed to Galena, Ohio, in 1963 
and Savannah, Ohio, in 1965. 
 From 1967 to 1976 he served as a U.S. Army chaplain.  His assignments included the 82nd 
Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, North Carolina; 101st Airborne Division, Vietnam; U.S. Special Forces, 
Fort Bragg; and the 84th Engineer Battalion, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. Win returned to the local 
church in 1976 and was appointed to Riverview in Toronto, Ohio. 
 From 1979 to 1997 he served as a U.S. Navy chaplain. Assignments included the 2nd Marine 
Division, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina; Naval Station, Annapolis, Maryland; Chaplains’ School, 
Newport, Rhode Island; USS Texas, Bremerton, Washington; Marine Corps Base, 29 Palms, California; 
NAS, Whiting Field, Milton, Florida; Marine Corps Base, Camp Butler, Okinawa; and the U.S. Special 
Operations Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida. 
 Winston transferred to the Florida Conference in 1994. After retiring from the U.S. Navy in 1997, 
he served the following appointments in Tampa: associate, First, 1997-98; Manhattan Avenue, 1998-
2003; and Highland, 2003-2005, when he retired. 
 God’s faithful servant, Winston Bruce Wilson entered the church triumphant on July 15, 2006.  His 
death was a result of lymphoma. A memorial service was held on July 24, 2006, at Hyde Park United 
Methodist Church in Tampa, with the Reverends Bernard H. Lieving, Jr., James A. Harnish, and Wilson 
Andrew Hart officiating.  Interment of the ashes was at the Florida National Cemetery, Bushnell, 
Florida, with full military honors. 
 Survivors include Win’s wife of forty-seven years, Carol L. Wilson; his children, Robert B. Wilson 
and wife Dianna; Karen E. Lewis and husband Steven; James W. Wilson and wife Danette; his 
grandchildren, Mary Elizabeth Wilson, Alexander B. Wilson, Conner W. Lewis, Christian J. Lewis, 
Jeremiah W. Wilson, Zachary J. Wilson, and Grace E. Wilson; and his sister, Elizabeth Wilson Hart and 
husband Carroll. 
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 Upon his retirement from the U.S. Special Operations Command as a U.S. Navy captain, he 
received the Defense Department Superior Service Medal.  He earned the Bronze Star for service in 
Vietnam.  Win wore other medals on his uniform, but none of them meant as much to him as the 
Cross of Christ.  When he joined the church triumphant, he received his highest promotion. 
 Win enjoyed his children and grandchildren very much. He felt blessed when he conducted a 
wedding ceremony for one of his children or baptized one of his grandchildren. He enjoyed reading, 
music, Michigan State sports, his poodles, taking trips in his R.V., his career, and spending time with 
his wife. Win believed he had experienced the abundant life. 

Submitted by Carol L. Wilson 
 
 
 

Spouses 
 

IRIS RUSSELL ACKENHUSEN 
 
 Iris Russell Ackenhusen was born on June 8, 1919, in Palmetto, Florida, 
to A.M.C. Russell and Ethel Durst Russell. She attended Asbury College, 
Wilmore, Kentucky, graduating in 1941 with a bachelor of arts degree in 
music.  She pursued graduate work in pipe organ at the University of 
Florida and in music composition at Florida State University. 
 She married the Reverend Richard (Ackie) Ackenhusen on June 4, 
1941.  They had twin daughters, Kathleen Clore Neely and Carol 
Ackenhusen Barker, born on November 14, 1945. 
 An accomplished pianist and pipe organist, Iris was a published 
composer of numerous pipe organ pieces.  She taught piano to children and 
adults over the forty-two years of Ackie’s ministry in the Florida Conference, 
which took them the length and breadth of the state. 
 After their retirement from the full-time ministry in 1983, Iris and Ackie bought a home in 
Tampa.  Ackie stayed active by serving as chaplain at The Methodist Place and assistant pastor at the 
First United Methodist Church in downtown Tampa.  He taught adult Sunday school and sang in the 
choir.  Iris attended Forest Hills United Methodist Church, where she had many friends from their 
years serving that church in the 1970s. 
 Her later years were spent quietly, doing needlework, playing the organ for vacationing 
musicians, tutoring youngsters in reading, and donating probably more than fifty colorful full-size 
knitted afghans for the homeless.  She loved cats and had two. She received great pleasure watching 
a cluster of feral cats eat outside on her patio each day.  We were able to capture one brood of kittens 
and find homes for all of them, which meant a lot to her. 
 After living in their home for eight years after Ackie died, Iris moved in 2000 to John Knox Village 
in Tampa with her piano and her cats.  Neighbors often remarked how they enjoyed hearing her piano 
playing as they walked down her hallway.  She was sweet and happy until her very brief illness 
following a fall. She died on July 31, 2006. Funeral services were held on August 5, 2006, at Florida 
Mortuary in Tampa, with the Reverend James Smith officiating.  Her cremains are interred in Sunset 
Memory Gardens in Tampa.   
 Iris was preceded in death by her husband on April 22, 1992. She is survived by her daughters 
Carol A. Barker and Kathleen C. Neely; sons-in-law, Lewis Barker  and  Joe Neely; grandchildren, 
Laurie Marsh, David Barker, Brian Clore, and Jennifer Matthews; and great-grandchildren, Richard and 
Kayleigh Matthews. 
She is missed greatly by her family, who are comforted by good memories. 

Submitted by Carol Ackenhusen Barker 
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IRENE ONEITA GIBSON BOWEN 
 
 Irene Oneita Gibson Bowen was born to Bert R. and Ina Moon Gibson on February 9, 1914, in 
Upland, Indiana, where she graduated from Grant County High School and Anderson Business 
College. She married Harold K. Bowen. 
 A stay-at-home mother for her three daughters, she taught piano and Sunday school most of her 
life. She and her husband were youth counselors at Murray Hill United Methodist Church in 
Jacksonville. After serving as a supply pastor for five years, the Reverend Mr. Bowen was admitted as 
an associate member of the Florida Conference in 1969. Together he and Irene served pastorates in 
Jacksonville and Golden Gate.  They retired to Jacksonville in 1984. 
 Irene was preceded in death by her husband on June 11, 1999, and by her daughter, Sharon R. 
Rose.  She is survived by her daughters, Janice Dudley and Jeri Roberts; granddaughter, Holly 
Roberts; grandsons, Tony Peavy, Aaron Peavy, Chris White, Kenneth Beasley, and Jordan Roberts; 
and ten great-grandchildren. 
 Irene died on November 21, 2006.  Funeral services were held on November 24, 2007, at 
Hardage-Giddens Edgewood Funeral Home in Jacksonville. 

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee 
 
 
 

MILDRED DICKENS DAVIES 
 
 Mildred Dickens Davies was born to Katherine Louise Derseweh Dickens and Howard Wilson 
Dickens on May 28, 1911, in Ridgetop, Tennessee. She met and married Dr. Sidney H. Davies on May 
21, 1933, while he was a student at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 In 1933 Dr. Davies joined the New Jersey Conference, where he and Mildred served for nine 
years. The first of their two daughters, Katherine Ellen, was born in 1935 in Long Branch, New Jersey.  
In October 1941 Bishop Arthur J. Moore asked Dr. Davies to transfer to the Florida Conference. 
 Mildred and Dr. Davies spent the next forty-one years serving churches throughout Florida: 
Boynton Beach, Homestead, Miami, Jacksonville, and West Palm Beach. In 1942 Cornelia Ann 
(Connie), the second of their two children, was born in Boynton Beach. Mildred's strength was her 
great attention to the support of the youth programs in their churches. She dedicated her life to 
working with youth, as she felt they were the opportunity for the future of the church. 
 In 1965 Dr. Davies received a special appointment to the faculty of Palm Beach Junior College, 
now Palm Beach Community College, in Lake Worth.  He taught there for fourteen years, during which 
time he and Mildred became permanent residents of Lake Worth. While Dr. Davies taught, Mildred 
continued to work through the college with programs devoted to youth. She was responsible for 
developing several scholarship programs at the college to promote and make affordable the 
opportunity for higher education for all youth who wanted it. In their retirement Mildred and Dr. 
Davies were active Junaluskans in their beloved summer home community in Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina. 
 Throughout her life Mildred was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and 
friend. She passed away quietly, surrounded by family, on April 22, 2007, at the age of ninety-five. 
She was preceded in death by her husband on November 25, 1992. She is survived by her two 
daughters and their husbands, Katherine (Andrew) Davis of Maryville, Tennessee, and Connie 
(Dawson) Cooper of Everett, Washington. She is also survived by four grandchildren: Michelle 
Crabtree of Asheville, North Carolina; Kimberly (Anthony) Paradise of Lake Worth; Pamela Davis-Kean 
(Greg) of Ann Arbor, Michigan; and Christopher (Robert) of Lake Worth; and one great-grandchild, 
Tyler Davis-Kean of Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
 Funeral services for Mildred were held on April 28, 2007, at the United Methodist Church of the 
Palm Beaches in West Palm Beach, Florida. The Reverend J. Gordon Ralls and the Reverend John 
Whitehead officiated. She was buried with the ashes of Dr. Davies at Memory Gardens in Lake Worth.  
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 Mildred was a faithful follower of the teachings of Christ. Throughout her life she held high the 
virtues of friendship, love, and forgiveness that she so beautifully displayed to all who met and knew 
her. She inspired all through her love of God and her love of life. The heavens must surely shine 
brighter now with the love of this devoted spirit. 

Submitted by Kimberly Paradise, granddaughter 
 
 
 

MABEL BERNIECE McWILLIAMS HALTER 
 
 Mabel Berniece McWilliams Halter was born on October 6, 1920, in Frostproof, Florida, to Mabel 
Blanche Knapp McWilliams and Albert Raymond McWilliams. She attended Florida Southern College for 
a year and graduated in 1942 from Emory University School of Nursing with a bachelor of science 
degree. 
 In 1943, while serving as a navy nurse, Berniece met Jay Halter.  Falling in love and deciding to 
marry, they went to talk to a pastor about setting a date for the wedding. Things didn’t work out quite 
as planned, however—they were married that very day, May 19, 1943. Sixty years and six children 
are evidence that it worked! The children are Edwin Jay (Jimmy) Halter, Jr., born on July 5, 1944; 
Geoffrey Clark Halter, born on March 7, 1947; Albert Leslie Halter, born on July 21, 1950; Stephen 
Knapp Halter, born on December 1, 1953; and Randal Joseph Halter and Rondal James Halter, born 
on May 15, 1959. 
 Jay was received on trial in 1956 in the Baltimore Conference, where he served until transferring to 
the Florida Conference in 1958. Together he and Berniece served appointments throughout the length and 
breadth of the state until his retirement in 1984. 
 Berniece died on September 21, 2006, after a long illness.  A funeral service was held on 
September 25, 2006, in the Oxford United Methodist Church in Oxford, Florida, with Dr. Kenneth Pyles 
officiating.  The Reverend Fred Thorn led the graveside service in Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. Meade, 
Florida.  Berniece is survived by her husband, the Reverend E. Jay Halter, and five sons, Edwin Jay, 
Albert Leslie, Stephen Knapp, Randal Joseph, and Rondal James Halter.  
 Looking back, we see a loving wife and mother, a skilled and caring nurse, and a friend who 
offered caring and support and challenge and wise advice in equal measure. Looking ahead, we see an 
eternity with no more pain or disease—a forever in a beautiful place, free to worship her Lord. 

Submitted by Joe Halter 
 
 
 

LAURA WOOD SALE McDONELL 
 
 Laura Wood Sale McDonell was born on April 27, 1916, in Atlanta, Georgia, the daughter of Dr. 
Barnes Edward Sale and Laura Thomasia Wood Sale of that city. She was a graduate of Agnes Scott 
College in Atlanta and attended graduate school at Emory University. While there she met her future 
husband, Durward McDonell, of High Springs, Florida, a ministerial candidate at Emory’s Candler 
School of Theology. They were married in the chapel there on August 24, 1943. 
 Their first home was in Inverness, Florida, where the Reverend Mr. McDonell was appointed pastor of 
the Inverness-Crystal River circuit. Over the next forty-three years, she was a faithful servant of Christ, 
supporting and sustaining her husband’s ministry at United Methodist churches throughout the Florida 
Conference, including Wesley Community in Gainesville, Trinity in Jacksonville, First in New Smyrna 
Beach, First in Vero Beach, First in Miami, and Cason in Delray Beach, as well as on the Tampa and 
Gainesville Districts and as assistant to the bishop.  They were a team in ministry in the old-fashioned 
way, and her sage counsel was always an essential component of Dad’s ministry. They were soul mates in 
the truest and most intimate sense of the term. 
 Mom shared Dad’s love for the good works and ministry of the Florida United Methodist Children’s 
Home in Enterprise, Florida. She was a frequent Sunday school teacher, church discussion group and 
mission study leader, choir member, and an active participant and leader in the activities of United 
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Methodist Women.  Especially in the early years of their ministry, she made good and good-humored 
use of her considerable theatrical and musical talents by becoming one of her arsenal of “characters” for 
church bazaars and festivals. 
 She loved each of her children well and unconditionally, and each of us is incalculably richer 
because of her beautiful spirit and dedication to us.  She was always a dedicated fan of the underdog, 
and was sometimes teasingly called “Pollyanna” by Dad because of her determined optimism—she 
always saw, and expected, the best from every person in her wide circle of family, friends, and 
acquaintances yet never condemned any for failing to meet those expectations. 
 Her faith ran deep and strong; as the end of her earthly life approached, her sense of humor never 
failed her. When her doctor and my sister went over her final instructions concerning resuscitation with 
her, she said to Laura in a firm voice, “Don’t you dare resuscitate me!”  Surrounded by family, her 
passing from heart failure on December 16, 2006, was peaceful.  At last, two soul mates are once again 
united.  She is survived by her children, Charles Durward McDonell, Jr., Barnes Gerald McDonell, and 
Laura Lucinda McDonell Eakin; six grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 
 A graveside service was held January 4, 2007, in Edgewater, Florida, with the Reverend Robert 
Brown officiating; her memorial service was held on January 6, 2007, at First United Methodist Church 
in Lakeland, with Bishop Robert Fannin, Dr. Robert Gibbs, and the Reverend Thomas Derrough 
officiating. 

Submitted by Durward McDonell, Jr. 
 

 
 

JULIA SESSIONS MUNDY 
 
 Julia Sessions Mundy was born in Leesburg, Georgia, on June 18, 
1915, to Freeman Sessions and Ethel Fisher Sessions.  She had two sons, 
Allen Welsh Mundy, born on January 3, 1936, and Robert Wayne Mundy, 
born on June 2, 1938. 
 Mrs. Mundy’s early education was in Georgia before the family moved 
to Wauchula, Florida, where she graduated with honors from Hardee 
County High School.  In 1934 she graduated with honors from Florida 
Southern College in Lakeland, where she met her future husband, the 
Reverend William Barker Mundy. 
 They were married on October 14, 1934, and together they served in 
the Methodist ministry in Minnehaha Springs, West Virginia, before 
returning to the Florida Conference in 1936. She served with her husband 

at Pine Castle/Conway, Orlando; Callahan; Dania; Fleming Street, Key West; and Allapattah, Miami 
before they moved to Lakeland in 1947, when he became pastor of Myrtle Street Methodist Church, 
later renamed Wesley Memorial.  He then served as conference evangelist and later as alumni director 
and director of admissions at Florida Southern College. 
 During her years in Lakeland, Mrs. Mundy was a teacher at John Cox Elementary School and later 
a social worker for the State of Florida.  Following the death of her husband in 1971, she moved to 
Bartow to be near her son Wayne and his family.  She retired in the mid-1970s and continued to live 
in Bartow, where she spent much of her time helping to care for her grandson, David, who passed 
away at the age of sixteen from congenital heart disease.  In Bartow she was an active member of 
First United Methodist Church, United Methodist Women, Polk General Hospital Auxiliary, and the Pilot 
Club.  She spent the last ten years of her life at Carpenter’s Home Estates in Lakeland, where she 
became a member of First United Methodist Church. 
 She lived a Christian life and led by example, not words.  She always looked for ways to help 
others in both spiritual and tangible ways.  Her main interest in life was being of service to her family 
and others. 
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 Mrs. Mundy passed away on May 4, 2006, from complications of a stroke. Services were held on 
May 9, 2006, at Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church in Lakeland, with the Reverend Nora 
Ramirez and the Reverend Booker Short officiating.  Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery in Lakeland. 
 She is survived by her sons, Allen and wife Gaile and Wayne and wife Elinor; sisters, Clara 
Frances Nettles and Mary Ruth Gebhart; six grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.  

Submitted by Wayne Mundy 
 
 
 

KATHERINE JANE ADAMS RAY PITMAN 
 
  Katherine Jane Adams was born October 16, 1913, the middle child and 
only daughter of John Thompson and Katherine Iola Bracken Adams of 
Tampa, Florida. From childhood their love nurtured her in faith, commitment 
to service, and a sense of wonder and joy in the world around her. 
 In 1930 Jane graduated from Hillsborough High School.  Recalling her 
role as Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, she described how throwing 
flyers about the production onto the city below from an open twin-cockpit 
plane ignited a lifelong love of travel, fulfilled much later in her life.  She also 
became an accomplished pianist, who shared her love of music with her 
children.    
  After graduation, she met Laurie Graydon Ray, an ordained minister and 
graduate of Emory University’s Candler School of Theology.  They married on 
December 27, 1932.  For thirty-one years Jane was—as he wrote in her Bible—the wife of his youth, 
the mother of his children, and a fellow-laborer in the ministry.  
 Four children soon enlivened their parsonage life: Larry Graydon Ray, Sr., born December 9, 
1933; Janet Ray Edwards, February 10, 1935; Diana Katherine Ray Tope, December 13, 1938; and 
Nancy Carolyn Ray, April 20, 1940.  All four were born in Jacksonville, Florida, while Laurie was 
serving pastorates in Green Cove Springs and Fernandina Beach and at Hendricks Memorial and 
Springfield in Jacksonville.  Later Laurie served College Heights in Lakeland, First Church in Lake 
Wales, and Hyde Park in Tampa.  To these churches Jane’s welcoming smile and understanding spirit 
attracted many families.  At home, she supported her husband in countless ways: caring for his aging 
parents from Depression years on, guiding the diverse interests of their children, and hosting visiting 
ministers. 
 With Jane’s backing, Laurie, in addition to his pastoral responsibilities, developed the widely used 
“Loyalty Dinner Plan for Underwriting the Church Budget”; he also held building fund campaigns 
throughout the Southeast, raising more than twenty-two million dollars for new church buildings.  
When he became superintendent of the West Palm Beach District, Jane accompanied him on every 
visit to district churches.  She was with him at the time of his unexpected death on December 23, 
1963. 
 Jane, who never had the opportunity for a college education, took deep satisfaction in the 
educational attainments of her children.  All four hold university degrees: Larry, an M.D. and 
residency from Emory University Medical School and board certification in radiology, and Janet, Diana, 
and Nancy, B.A.s from Duke University; in addition, Janet holds a Ph.D. in literature from Harvard 
University; Diana, a master’s degree in librarianship from Emory University and an M.Ed .in adult and 
community education from North Carolina State University; and Nancy, a master’s degree in library 
science from Florida State University. 
 A widow, Jane moved to Decatur, Georgia, in 1967 to be near her son and his wife.  Several years 
later Dr. L. Bevel Jones employed her as financial secretary at the Decatur First United Methodist 
Church.  In 1971, six months after losing his wife Jean, Fred Randolph Pitman became church 
business administrator.  As Jane and Fred worked together, a friendship developed; they married on 
April 18, 1974.  For more than thirty-two years, their lives centered on their church, a wide circle of 
friends, and their combined families.  After retiring in 1981, they worked with the DeKalb County 
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Elections Department for eighteen years.  They traveled widely within the United States and in 
twenty-five countries abroad, Jane having already traveled around the world with her first husband. 
 On October 11, 2006, Katherine Jane Adams Ray Pitman died peacefully at home, ending a year 
of valiant effort to recover from a broken hip.  Survivors include her husband, Fred Pitman; her son, 
Larry Ray and his wife Frances; and her daughters, Janet Edwards and her husband Carl, Diana Tope, 
and Nancy Ray; stepsons Fred Pitman, Jr., Robert Pitman, and Paul Pitman and his wife Freda; 
thirteen grandchildren; and fourteen great-grandchildren. 
 Jane’s life was celebrated at First United Methodist Church, Decatur, on October 14, 2006. The 
Reverend Frank Brock officiated; Bishop L. Bevel Jones gave the eulogy.  On April 28, 2007, the 
Reverend Carl N. Edwards officiated at a graveside service for the interment of her ashes in the Myrtle 
Hill Cemetery in Tampa, Florida.   She rests close to her first husband, Laurie, and her parents.  On 
their gravestone is inscribed, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place from generation to generation.” 

Submitted by her family 
 
 
 

MABLE BLANTON PURVIANCE 
 
 Mable Blanton Purviance was born in Clearwater, Florida, on May 18, 
1920, to Bessie and Herbert Blanton.  She married the Reverend Albert 
Edwin Purviance in 1939.   
 After serving in St. Petersburg for five years, the couple felt called to the 
mission field in 1948.  Together they served for nine years as missionaries in 
Alaska, founding the northernmost Methodist church on the North American 
continent.  They later served churches in Tampa, Hialeah, and St. Augustine.   
 In 1965, as a memorial to their son who had passed away at birth, they 
established World’s Children, Inc., a Christian organization to feed, clothe, 
and educate destitute children overseas.  The pain they felt from their own 
loss opened their hearts to the pain of others who had similar grief.  From an 
initial investment of a few thousand dollars and two hearts surrendered to 

serve others, they reaped much good.  More than forty thousand children were given a home, an 
education, and the love they could never receive from their biological parents.  Imagine a town of 
forty thousand orphaned children—all loved and cared for.  Because one was lost, forty thousand were 
saved. 
 In 1938 Mable was the first woman to serve as president of the freshman class at Florida 
Southern College.  In 1984 she was presented the Distinguished Service Award by the Florida 
Southern Alumni Association for Outstanding Service to Humanity. 
 She enjoyed reading and writing.  She and Edwin co-authored eighteen religious books. 
 Mable passed away on November 1, 2006, in Sarasota, Florida. Graveside  services were held on 
November 4, 2006, at Sylvan Abbey Memorial Gardens in Clearwater, with the Reverend Sharon Patch 
officiating. On November 7, 2006, the Reverend Jerry Milner conducted a memorial service at Merrill 
Gardens Assisted Living Home in Sarasota, Florida, where Mable had been a resident for four years.   
She was pre-deceased by her husband on July 26, 2004. She is survived by a son, David Purviance of 
India and California; a daughter, Evelyn Haupt of Sarasota, Florida; seven grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

Submitted by Evelyn Haupt 
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TOMMIE JO RHOADS 
 
 Tommie Jo Rhoads was a native of Dothan, Alabama, where she graduated from Dothan High 
School.  At Troy State University she was a cheerleader and member of the student government and 
was elected to Who’s Who in College and Universities.  An honor student, she received a degree in 
elementary education.  
 She married the Reverend William L. Rhoads and they had three sons. Bill served in the 
Alabama–West Florida Conference for several years before transferring in 1962 to the Florida 
Conference, where he served Marietta and Normandy Village in Jacksonville.  In 1964 he entered the 
air force as a chaplain. He returned to the pastorate in 1990 and served as associate at Pasadena, St. 
Petersburg, and Killearn, Tallahassee. He retired in 2002. 
 During Bill’s years as a chaplain, Tommie taught elementary school in Florida, Mississippi, 
Delaware, Germany, and Alaska.  She had always dreamed of being a foreign missionary, and that 
dream came true as she traveled around the world with her husband, teaching small children.  She 
worked in the base chapels and churches wherever her husband served: she was director of religious 
education at one base, taught a Sunday school class with weekly attendance of more than one 
hundred adults, and sang in the church and chapel choirs. She was president of the Officers’ Wives 
Club in Washington, D.C., and made many significant contributions to the bases and communities 
where she lived.  
 Tommie was a devoted Christian wife, mother, and grandmother. Shortly before her death, she 
and her husband celebrated their fiftieth anniversary with their family at Shades of Green, a military 
resort on Disney property in Orlando. 
 Tommie died on September 4, 2006. Funeral services were held on September 6, 2006, at 
Killearn United Methodist Church in Tallahassee, Florida. Burial was at Culley’s MeadowWood Memorial 
Park in Tallahassee.  Survivors include her husband, Bill; three sons, Ron Rhoads of St. Petersburg, 
John Rhoads of Jacksonville, and Bill Rhoads Jr. of Tallahassee; and twelve grandchildren. 

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee 
 
 
 

 
RUTH MARTHA DINKINS ROWAN 

 
 Ruth Martha Dinkins Rowan, teacher, writer, public speaker, advocate, 
educator, mother, and wife, was born January 18, 1931, in Chiefland, Florida. 
The middle of eleven children born to Edward L. Dinkins and Bessie Price 
Dinkins, Ruth grew up learning the value of family, laughter, education, 
giving, and the church. After graduating from Valdosta State College for 
Women in 1952, she attended Emory University, where she earned a 
master’s degree in religious education in 1953. She also gained a fiancé at 
Emory in a young seminary student from Florida, James Clayton Rowan. 
They were married on August 13, 1954, in Valdosta, Georgia.  
 At their wedding one of the readings, ironically from the book of Ruth, 
helped to state their course together: “Entreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.” For more than forty 
years they served the Florida Conference, at Southside in Jacksonville, Fulford and Kendall in the 
Miami District, Trinity in DeLand, Beymer in Winter Haven, the Jacksonville District, and First, 
Lakeland. Ruth and Jim raised four children together: Clayton Bennett Rowan, born on December 23, 
1955; James Lee Rowan, born on February 6, 1958; Alan Dean Rowan, born on October 16, 1961; 
and Jana Ruth Rowan Ladner, born on February 26, 1965. 
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A woman of many talents, Ruth delicately balanced her family life, her church life, and her career, 
giving loving service to all three valued areas of her life. In 1953-54 she worked as a youth director at 
Dilworth Methodist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina. Through the years she was a Sunday school 
teacher and a youth leader and filled a multitude of other roles in the church. She was a published 
writer of magazine articles, devotionals, Sunday school curriculum, and a 1977 book, Helping Children 
with Learning Disabilities in the Home, School, Church, and Community.  
 Ruth was one of the founding members of the Florida Association for Children with Learning 
Disabilities (ACLD) and the Polk County ACLD, and she spent much of her professional life teaching 
college students, parents, and interested professionals how to understand children with learning 
disabilities. Her life as a teacher included teaching children from preschool through high school, as 
well as teaching at a college level. Ruth taught writers’ workshops and was an instructor in the 
education program at Florida Southern College for four years.  
 After a long illness Ruth died at Carpenter’s Estates in Lakeland, Florida, on August 21, 2006, with Jim 
at her side quoting scripture and poetic Christian verses. Funeral and burial were held in the Sycamore 
Community in Gadsden County, Florida, on August 24, 2006. Officiating were the Reverend Dr. Burrell D. 
Dinkins and the Reverend. Dr. Edward L. Dinkins, Jr., two of Ruth’s brothers, and the Reverend Sandra 
Garner, minister of Sycamore United Methodist Church. A memorial service was held at First United 
Methodist Church in Lakeland on August 30, 2006, with the Reverend Dr. Robert M. Gibbs officiating. In 
addition to her loving husband, Jim, Ruth is survived by her four children, their spouses, seven 
grandchildren, her nine siblings and their spouses, and almost thirty nieces and nephews.  

Submitted by her family 
 

 
 

VERBIE PAULINE PRICE SCOTT 
 
 Verbie Pauline Price Scott was born in Shady Grove, Alabama, on 
August 6, 1912. Her parents, Leroy Giles Price and Annabelle Young Price, 
raised their seven children—three girls and four boys—in the little town 
near Montgomery. The oldest child, a sister, died when Verbie was nineteen 
years old. The rest of the siblings have lived to be at least ninety years old.  
 Verbie attended schools in Shady Grove until the end of high school, 
when her father became ill. She did not get to graduate but began to work 
to help her family. Verbie, who  was born the  year the Titanic sank, was 
on the go for her entire life and never had time to be tired       . . . much 
less to sink! She always felt that her mission was to help others.  
 On November 6, 1944, Verbie married Damon Smith Scott, and they 
were married for almost forty-seven busy years. Their daughter, Vicki Ann 

Scott McMullen, was born on May 17, 1952. Damon also had a son, Edgar Allen Scott, who died in 
1988.   
 Damon went into the ministry in 1955 after an active career in the business world. He and Verbie 
began their ministry on the Florida Keys and then served churches in Florida City, Miami, DeBary, 
Palatka, Monticello, Jacksonville, Tavares, and Palmetto.  During these years, Verbie was active in the 
Woman’s Society of Christian Service as district president and in United Methodist Women as 
membership chairperson for the conference.  She was also on the board of Methodist Hospital in 
Jacksonville.  She treasured her years of work on the conference level with her daughter, Vicki, who 
was a member of Conference Young Adults for United Methodist Women. The week of School of 
Missions was always a highlight of her summers. She loved serving her church and her Lord.  
 Damon retired in 1980 after twenty-six years of ministry, and the Scotts moved to Lakeland, 
where he served in retirement as associate pastor of College Heights United Methodist Church. After 
he became ill, Verbie cared for him for more than eight years before his death on May 11, 1991. 
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Verbie then moved to Dunedin with Vicki and her husband, the Reverend Neil McMullen, and their 
son, Camp. She was a great addition to their family for the thirteen years she lived with them. She 
remained active wherever Neil was assigned to minister. Camp is physically disabled, and she was 
there to help her family with his rehab and recuperation from the many surgeries he underwent. 
Camp and his Nana had a special bond together, with their love and faith. Her mission to serve was 
again fulfilled. She lived there until she had a fall on September 16, 2004, and broke her hip and 
femur.  
 After surgery and rehab, Verbie moved to Nurses’ Helping Hands Assisted Living in Dunedin, near 
her family. She used her wheelchair to roll around the facility and loved to help in the main dining 
room with setting the tables, folding napkins, and filling the salt and peppers. Again, she found a way 
to help and serve others.  
 Verbie resided in the ALF until June 3, 2006, when she fell and sustained a broken neck. She was 
not paralyzed but had to have continuous medical care. She lived at Baytree Nursing Center and 
Rehab, Palm Harbor, Florida, until her death on October 28, 2007.  
 Verbie Price Scott’s funeral service was held on November 1, 2007, at her beloved church, 
Heritage United Methodist Church in Clearwater, Florida.  Her minister, the Reverend David Landers, 
along with the Reverend David Davis and her son-in-law, the Reverend Neil McMullen, officiated at the 
celebration of her life, with her family and many friends present. The service was filled with hymns 
and scriptures that Verbie loved and had used in her ministry. She was laid to rest beside her beloved 
husband in Oakhill Cemetery, Lakeland, Florida. All Saint’s Day was the perfect end for her life. 
 She is survived by her daughter, Vicki McMullen, and her husband Neil of Dunedin, Florida; 
grandsons, Neil Campbell McMullen III of Dunedin and Edgar Allen Scott II of Jacksonville; brother, 
Clarence Price; and sister, Vivian Mussa. 
Verbie was not musical herself, but she loved music, especially handbells. With a large gift from the 
faculty at Vicki’s school and from her family, a big bass handbell was purchased so that Verbie will 
always be a part of the music ministry at her church!   
Verbie Price Scott looked much younger than her ninety-four years and was active until the last few 
months. She left a legacy for her family and friends of a love for her Lord and a special gift for helping 
others. God had a plan for this special lady and she let Him guide and use her to minister to others 
with her smile, constant Southern wit, and humor.                              

Submitted by Vicki Scott McMullen 
 
 

 
MARGARET LOUISA CAMPBELL TITLEY 

 
 Margaret Louisa Titley was born on July 28, 1916, on her family’s farm 
in Danville, Pennsylvania.  Margie, as she was called then, attended a one-
room country school until she went to Danville High School, from which she 
graduated in 1934.  She delayed her college education to take care of her 
ill mother and to help out on the farm.  Little did she know then what a life 
of service and adventure she would eventually have. 
 She attended Penn State University, where she received a bachelor of 
science degree in home economics in 1943.  It was there, in the choir of 
the Methodist Church they attended in State College, Pennsylvania, that 
she met her husband, Richard K. Titley. Dick was attracted to her reddish 
blond hair and her good cooking.  After she had taught home economics at 
a high school in Pennsylvania for two years, she and Dick were married on September 15, 1945, and 
she began her career as a preacher’s wife. 
  She served alongside Dick in the Central Pennsylvania Conference and then at Ocean Roads 
Methodist Church in Jacksonville when he transferred to the Florida Conference. In 1951 he joined the 
United States Navy as a chaplain.  By that time Peggy had become the mother of two daughters, Jane 
and Donna.  She continued to serve the churches in the communities where Dick was stationed, in 
addition to volunteering with the Navy Relief Society, the American Red Cross, and various navy 
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hospitals. She contributed her talents as a seamstress by knitting hundreds of baby caps and booties 
to provide a warm welcome to the newborns. 
 Peggy and Dick made a great team working on projects together—building a house in Virginia 
Beach, constructing cabinets and church altars, and installing a galley in their sailboat.  She was able 
to create a warm and loving environment for her family with each move the family made during Dick’s 
twenty-six-year navy career. She ably raised their two daughters during the frequent tours of duty 
that took Dick away to sea or a foreign assignment for months at a time.  She eagerly traveled where 
she could to be with her husband wherever the navy assigned him. By the time he retired, Peggy had 
lived in six states, one foreign country, and eighteen different houses.  While they lived in Spain, the 
family traveled and camped in eight European countries. 
 In 1984, Dick and Peggy retired to Azalea Trace Retirement Community in Pensacola, where she 
continued her long tradition of volunteer service.  She made sure the dining room tables were graced 
with fresh flowers, worked in the thrift store, and made sure the residents received their Christmas 
packages on time.  She maintained a steady hand creating beautiful cross-stitch art. She also worked 
in the office of First United Methodist Church in Pensacola, where she and Dick were active members. 
 After Dick retired, they traveled extensively throughout the United States visiting family and 
friends, allowing her to achieve one of her lifelong goals—visiting every state in the country, with the 
exception of Hawaii. Some of their travels were by sailboat up and down the East Coast. 
 Peggy died at Azalea Trace on May 31, 2006.  Two memorial services were held: at Azalea Trace 
on June 8, 2006, with the Reverend Larry Mosley officiating, and at First United Methodist Church in 
Pensacola on June 10, 2006, with Dr. Henry Roberts officiating. A funeral service was held on July 8, 
2006, at Grace Chapel in Danville, Pennsylvania, with her husband, Dick Titley, officiating.  Burial was 
in the Rush Township Presbyterian Cemetery, less than one-fourth mile from the home where she was 
born and raised. 
 She is survived by her beloved husband, Richard K. Titley of Pensacola; two daughters, Jane 
Titley Berkow of Baltimore, Maryland, and Donna Lee Titley of Los Angeles, California; four 
grandchildren, Christopher and Jonathan Bishop and Jenisha and Richard Hasselberger; and a sister, 
Alice Campbell Woodruff of Danville, Pennsylvania. 

Submitted by Jane Berkow 


